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ADVERTISEMENT. 

A70THING  ha  the  Love  of  truths  and  the 
Dejire  of  imparting  the  Knowledge  of  it,  is  the 
Motive  for  puhlifhing  this  Treatife, 

Had  any  one  undertaken  the  S^ajk  from  the  Hint, 
given  hy  me  nine  Years  ago  in  the  Gentleman's  Ma- 
gazine, it  would  have  faved  ms  much  Trouble,  and 
afforded  me  more  Pleafure. 

But  unwilling  to  let  the  Difcoveries  I  had  made 
perifh  with  me ;  and  thinking  them  of  too  interejling 
a  Nature  to  he  buried  in  Oblivion,  I  have  made 
them  public,  wifhing  that  the  Subje5i  may  be  pur- 
fued  and  improved  for  the  Benefit  of  future  Ages, 
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INTRODUCTION 

treats  of  the  contrary  Fewer s^  that  are  in 
"Nature^  both  within  and  without  Man^  and 
of  the  rich  Treaf tires  to  be  found  in  the  Writ- 
ings of  Jacob  Behmen  and  Mr,  Law,  v 

THE  Generality  of  Mankind  pafs  through 
Life  without  Refledion.  No  one,  com- 
paratively fpeaking,  feeks  to  know  himfelf, 
or  enquires  how  he  ftands  related  to  Nature 
or  Nature  to  him.    Having  feen  how  others 
come  into  the  World  this  fatisfies  him  as  to 
his  own  Exiftence3  and  as  moft  are  only 
folicitous  how  to  preferve  and  indulge  them- 
felves,  his  Concern  carries  him  rio  further 
than  to  tread  in  their  Steps.     But  now,  and 
then  one  arifes,  who  ventures  out  of  this 
general  Path,  not  fatisfied  with  the  mere 
Ads  of  Eating,  Drinking   and  Sleeping,  he 
begins  to  confider  the  End  of  Exiftence,  and 
B  this 
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this  leads  him  to  enquire  into  Nature,  the 
Qualities  of  it,  and  of  what  it  confifts.  Such 
an  one.  Reader,  fuffer  me  to  fay  it,  it  is 
ipoken  without  Vanity,    is  the  Author  of 
this  Treatife.    Perceiving  throughout  Nature 
Qualities  diametrically  contrary,  this  awak- 
ened his  Attention  to  confider  why  and  for 
what  Reafbn  there  was  nothing  either  with- 
in or  without  him  but  what  had  its  Oppollte. 
Without,  his  Eye  clearly  faw  it.     Within, 
his  Feeling  was  his  Evidence.     Within,  he 
felt  the  contrary  Qj^litics  of  Anger   and 
Love,  Rage  and  Meeknefs,  Joy  and  Sor- 
row, &;c.    Without,  he  perceived  Fire  and 
Water,  Light  and  Darknefs,  Heat  and  Cold, 
Calms  and  Tempefts,  &c.    Now  in  himfelf 
he  obierv'd  thcfe  contrary  Qualities  often 
flirred  up  and  exerting  an  uncontroulable 
Power.     If  Anger  arofe,  it  hurried  him  to 
Adts,  that  Reafon  condemned,  but  could  not 
prevent.     If  Sorrow  was  flirred  up,  Joy  dif- 
appeared,  the  Remembrance  was  gone,  and 
it  was  as  tho'  it  had  never  exifted.    Now 
thefe  two  contrary  Qualities,  he  felt,  had  a 
Power  to  fupprefs  and  overcome  each  other; 
and  alfo  at  the  fame  Time  that  they  were 
^(fted  upon  and  called  forth  indcpendant  of 

his 
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his  Will.  Good  News  called  forth  Joy. 
Bad  News  ftirred  up  Sorrow.  Now  this 
fhows  that  Man  has  Powers  within  Iwm  that 
Sounds  and  Objects  can  do  more  with  than 
has  ever  yet  been  efFedled  by  the  boafted 
Ability  of  Reafon. — But  now  as  it  is  with 
the  Powers  of  Joy  and  Sorrow,  fo  is  it  with 
Rage  and  Meeknefs.  They  are  equally  and 
independant  of  Reafon  ftirr'd  up  in  us,  but 
with  this  Difference,  the  former  feems  more 
prevalent  in  Mankind  than  the  latter  5  the 
latter  has  its  Stirrings,  and  often  meets  with 
Incidents  that  call  it  into  Adion,  even  in  the 
mofi:  choleric ;  but  the  former  prevails  for 
the  moft  Part  in  Man.  The  two  iirft  Chil- 
dren that  were  born  of  Eve  are  ftrlking  In- 
ftances  of  the  Power  of  thefe  two  contrary 
Qualities  ruling  and  governing  in  the  Heart 
of  Man.  In  Cain  Rage  ruled  and  govern- 
ed, in  Abel  Meeknefs ,  but  Cain's  Rage 
got  the  Maftery  over  Abel's  Meeknefs, 

But  now  as  to  outward  Nature,  where 
the  Will  of  Man  cannot  reach,  there  the 
contrary  Qualities  are  regulated  by  an  all- 
wife,  but  inviiible  Agent.  The  Heat  and 
Cold  are  wifely  tempered,  neither  are  fuf- 
fered  to  deflroy  the  other.  The  Earth  an- 
B  2  nually 
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nually  brings  forth  numberlefs  Produdions 
for  the  Service  of  Man  -,  but  yet  were  thefe 
contrary  QuaUties  fufrered  to  work  blindly 
by  themfelves.  Vegetation  would  ceafe  and 
every  earthly  Life  would  end;  for  if  the 
Heat  prevailed,  all  would  be  burnt  up.  If 
the  Coldy  all  would  be  one  congealed  and 
fixed  Body.  And  yet  I  think  it  cannot  but 
be  vifibie  to  every  one  how  neceil'ary  Heat 
and  Cold  are  in  the  Creation  and  that  they 
are  always  at  work,  but  at  the  fame  Time 
governed  and  direded  by  an  all- wife,  and 
all-powerful  Agent;  becaufe  if  they  were 
left  to  themfelves,  the'  one  would  foon  be  the 
Death  of  the  other. 

Whilst  my  inquifitive  Mind  was  fearch- 
ing  into  thefe  Things,  and  yet  unable  to 
find  out  the  why  and  wherefore  fuch  oppo- 
fite  Qualities  fhould  be  in  Nature,  providen- 
tially I  met  with  two  Authors,  in  whofe 
Writings  thefe  Myfteries  are  explained,  and 
Nature  as  it  were  differed.  Thefe  Authors 
are  Jacob  Behmen  and  Mr.  Law  ;  whofe 
Works  may  be  juftly  compared  to  a  Mine 
full  of  the  richeft  Ores.  The  Searcher  and 
Enquirer  after  Truth  will  find  in  them  That 
of  fo  precious   and  fublime   a  Nature,    as 

muft 
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mo  ft  fatlsfy  the  mofl:  enlarged  Capacity. 
Some  indeed,  who  have  cafually  ftum- 
bled  on  them^  either  prejudiced  in  Favour 
of  their  own  fuppofed  Knowledge,  or  hav- 
ing no  Relifli  for  the  Truths  contained  in 
them,  have  defpifed  and  treated  them 
with  Contempt;  but  fo  it  has  been  and  ever 
will  be  with  Men  of  Eminence.  They  will 
have  their  Defpifers  as  well  as  Admirers; 
but  Scorn  and  Contempt  can  never  invalidate 
Truth.  Truth  will  ever  and  invariably  re- 
main Truth,  let  its  Oppofers  be  cv^r  fo 
numerous :  But  that  thefe  Men  have  opened 
the  deepeft  Truths  in  their  Writings,  if  Ex- 
periments are  any  Criterion  to  judge  from, 
I  will,  by  thofe  that  are  incontrovertible, 
make  it  clear  and  evident.  But  how  I  be- 
came able  to  prove  by  Experiments  the  Ar- 
cana of  Nature,  as  laid  open  by  Jacob 
Behmen  and  Mr.  Law  in  their  Writings, 
ihall  be  the  Subject  of  the  next  Chapter, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     II.  , 

Explains  by  Experiments  the  Arcana  and 
Wonders  of  Nature y  as  opened  in  the  Works 
o/' Jacob  Behmen  and  Mr.  Law. 

MY  Attention  was  ftirred  up  by  a  Book, 
publifhed  by  Mr.  Lovett,  oiWor- 
cefter^  fetting  forth  a  Variety  of  Cures  per- 
form'd  by  Eledricity.  I  had  feen  many 
ycarsi3efore  this  an  electrical  Machine,  and 
had  tried  all  the  common  Experiments  that 
were  then  known ;  for  very  little  had  been 
written  on  the  Subjed,  and  that  by  no 
Means  fatisfadtory  5  no  one  being  ablp  to 
trace  out  the  Caufe  of  the  ftriking  Appear- 
ances raifed  by  an  eledrical  Apparatus.  Like 
other  ftrange  Sights  therefore,  which  the 
oftener  they  are  feen,  the  lefs  they  afFedt  us, 
fo  it  happened  with  eledrical  Experiments » 
They  tired  and  then  naturally  funk  into 
Negledi  for  having  loft  their  Power  to  keep 
lip  the  Attention;  and  defpairing  of  ever 
reaching  the  Caufe,  I  left  it,  where  I  then 
thought  it,  impenetrably  hidden,  amongft 
$hc  ocaflt  ^alities.     ^ut  reading  in  Mr. 

LovETT 


[73 

LovETT  of  its  Medical  Virtue,  this  roufed 
my  Attention  to  a  more  accurate  Difquifi- 
tion,  and  to  fearch  minutely  after  what  I 
had  before  given  up  as  not  to  be  found.  I 
tried  every  Experiment  my  Imagination  fug- 
gefled,  and  at  laft  difcovcred  the  Secret  I 
fought  for.  But  here  I  own  that  I  owe  my 
Succefs  to  a  Letter  of  the  Abbe  Nollet's* 
publifhed  at  that  Time  in  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine.  The  Abbe  was  then  trying 
Experiments,  and  maintained  in  his  Letter 
that  there  were  two  Currents  in  the  electrical 
Fire  diametrically  oppolite.  This  Hint  was 
enough  for  me,  who  was  before  fufficicntly 
convinced  that  there  were  in  Nature  Qua- 
lities diredly  contrary  and  oppofite  to  each 
other,  both  from  my  own  Experience  and 
Jacob  Behmen's  and  Mr.  Law's  WritingSi 
But  now  I  was  able  to  demonflrate  this 
Truth  by  Experiment,  and  to  bring  forth 
to  open  View  thefe  hidden  fecret  working 
Powers,  known  only  to  us  by  their  EfFcds. 
But  what  was  more,  I  found  now  I  could 
prove  by  Experiments  to  the  Senfes  that 
there  were  in  Nature  feven  Properties,  as 
fet  forth  and  maintained  in  the  Books  of  the 

above 

*  Gentleman's  Magazine  Aug.  i759j  p.  364, 
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above  two  eminent  Writers  5  the  Ground  of 
which  are  the  two  oppoiite  Qualities  be- 
fore-mentioned. Such  a  Difcovery,  as  may 
naturally  be  imagined,  made  mc  defirous 
of  publifhing  it  to  the  World,  in  hopes 
that  fome  abler  Hand  might  throw  more 
Light  on  the  Subjed:,  accordingly  I  fent 
to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  the  following 
Letter,  which  was  publifhed  in  the  Month 
of  April  1762. 

"  A  Letter  to  the  Author  of  the  Gen- 
tleman's Magazine:  Wherein  the  Principles 
of  Eledlricity  are  proved  by  Experiments  to 
be  the  fame  with  thofe  of  Jacob  Be h men's, 
and  Mr.  Law's  Philofophy. 
«  5  /  iJ. 

^* -Without  making  any  Apology  I  fend 
you  this  Letter,  which  I  think,  is  on  an  in- 
terefting  SubjeCl. 

**  My  Delign  is  not  to  make  myfelf 
known,  I  only  write  for  Information,  and 
to  ilir  up  fome  abler  Hand  to  iinifli  what  I 
tliink  only  the  Outlines  of  a  moil  important 
Difcovery.  For  if  Jacob  Behmen's  and 
Mr.  Law's  Philofophy  can  be  proved  by 
iiledricity,  and,  vice  verfa,  Ele(flricity  can 

'  be 
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be  explained  by  their  Writings;  there  is 
fear ce  any  Phaenomenon  in  Nature,  but  what 
may  be  made  intelligible. 
,  **  But  not  to  detain  you  longer  from 
what  I  intend  to  lie  in  as  little  Compafs  as 
poffible,  the  following  are  my  Experiments 
to  prove,  that  Mr.  Law's  Philofophy  is  the 
fame  that  the  eledlrical  Machine  difcovers 
to  our  Senfes. 

Mr.  Law  fays,  "  there  are  feven  Proper- 
ties in  Nature,"  indeed  he  does  not  fay  this 
as  the  firfl  Difcoverer  of  this  great  Myftery, 
for  he  is  candid  enough  to  tell  us  from  whom 
he  had  it;  but  as  he  was  a  perfed  Mafter 
of  it,  and  has  given  it  to  us  in  a  Style  more 
eafy  at  firfl  to  be  comprehended,  than  that 
of  Jacob  Behmen,  from  whom  he  had  it; 
I  fcruple  not  to  call  it,  Mr.  Law's  Philo- 
fophy. 

.  "  In  proving  thefe  feven  Properties,  Mr^ 
Law  fays,  "  Nature  took  its  Rife  from  th^ 
*'  Will  of  the  Deity."  This  he  explains 
after  the  following  Manner. 

.  *'  Will  is  Defire,  now  Defire  has  theie 
Properties  belonging  to  it,  compi'ejjing^  inclof- 
ing,  or  JJmtting  up ;  drawing  or  attt^aBmg. 
Jslow  the  firil  of  thefe,  co??ipre/Jing,  inclifijig^ 

or 
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ovjhufting  upy  is  contrary  to  the  lafl,  draw^ 
ing  or  attraSiing^  for  the  firft  has  no  Mo- 
tion in  it,  but  only  comprefTes,  holds  toge- 
ther or  endeavours  to  abide  in  Stillnefs ;  but 
the  laft  has  Motion  in  it,  and  therefore  is 
contrary  to,  and  never  continues  in  a  quiet 
State. 

**  Now  thefe  two  Properties  brought  forth 
\>rj  the  fame  Will,  have  equal  Strength  and 
equal  Power,  and  always  ad:  in  Oppofition 
to  each  other,  which  Oppofition  unavoidably 
produces  a  third  Property,  viz.  a  whirling 
ground,  for  as  the  holding  faji  and  going  out 
are  equal  in  Strength  and  Power  to  each  o- 
ther,  and  neither  for  the  other*s  Oppofition, 
can  go  backward  or  forward,  up  or  down, 
each  ading  equally  againfi:  the  other,  a  whirl- 
ing round  mufl  be  caufcd. 

"  Now  thefe  three,  ih^  holding  f aft ^  the 
going  Gut^  and  whirling  round,  all  necefTa- 
rily  arifing  from  the  Will  of  the  Deity,  Mr. 
Law  calls  the  three  fir  ft  Properties  of  Na- 
ture.— Hh^  fourth  Property,  he  fays,  is  Fire, 
produced  from  the  violent  Agitation,  Mo- 
tion and  Anguiih  of  the  three  firfl.  The 
fifth  Property,'  he  fays,  is  Light.     Ih^fixth, 

Life, 
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Life,  and  by  the  Seventh,  as  Jacob  Beh- 
MEN  alfo  does,  he  means,  Spirit, 

"  Now  I  prove  by  the  Help  of  the  elec- 
trical Machine,  thefe  feven  Properties  to  be 
in  Nature^  exacftly  as  Mr.  Law  has  defcrib- 
cd  them,  after  the  following  Manner. 

"  On  the  Condudor  I  tie  fevcral  Threads 
of  about  four  Inches  long ;  I  then  take  an 
Hoop,  the  Diameter  of  which  docs  not  ex- 
ceed the  Atmofphere  I  am  able  to  raife  by 
the  Fridlion  of  the  Globe,  and  tie  fome 
Threads  upon  it  of  equal  Length  with  thofe 
I  tie  on  the  Conductor.  This  done,  T  place 
the  Conductor  exadly  in  the  Center  of-  the 
Hoop,  and  on  fetting  the  Machine  in  Mo- 
tion, all  the  Threads  are  immediately  ex- 
tended, thofe  on  the  Condudor  with  their 
Points  towards  thofe  on  the  Hoop,  and  thofe 
on  the  Hoop  towards  thofe  on  the  Condud:o». 

**  This  Phsenomenon,  fo  contrary  to  every 
Thing  I  ever  yet  faw,  greatly  aftoni{hed  me ; 
for  if  we  blow  with  our  Lips,  every  Thing 
within  the  Reach  of  the  Blaft,  flies  from, 
but  not  to  us  J  but  here  tho'  there  is  a  n^mi- 
fefl  Blaft  ilTuing  from  the  Condudor  (for  it 
may  be  felt  againft  the  Hand)  yet  the 
Threads  on  the  Hpop  inftcad  of  flying  from, 

in 
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in  the  fame  Diredion  with  thofe  on  the 
Condudor,  ecS  diredly  oppofite  and  point 
to  them  I  which  is  an  evident  Proof  that 
there  are  two  Streams  or  Currents,  one 
ilTuing  to,  the  other  from  the  Condudor,  or, 
in  other  Words,  that,  there  are  two  Pro- 
"  perties  in  Nature  always  a(Sl;ing  contrary  to 
each  other,  the  one  atfradlingy  the  other 
TCp.dling.^ 

"  But  here,  perhaps,  it  may  be  objed- 
ed  that  I  carry  Matters  too  far,  in  thinking 
1  have  difcovered  two  contrary  Properties  in 
Nature,  when  it  is  evidently  no  more  than  a 
flrange  Appeai;anc€  produced  by  an  eledrical 

Ma- 

'*  The  Abbe  Nollett,  by  a  Variety  o^^Experiments^ 
li^th  now  put  tliis  beyond  all  Doubt.  Thefe  Experi- 
ments Dr.  Wats©n  tells  us  are  fixty  in  Number,  and. 
excegdingly  well  cliofen  to  prove  the  (imultaneous  Afflu- 
ence and  Effluence  of  the  eleftric  Matter. 

I  will  only  add  One  more  Experiment,  which  I  am 
not  certain  is  included  in  the  Abbe  Nolxet's.— Sufpend 
a  Bottle  on  the  End  of  a  Condu£lor  iupported  either  on. 
(ilafs  or  Silk ;  let  there  be  nothing  near  the  Bottle  and 
it  will  be  found  impomble  to  charge  it,  but  apply  a 
Finger  to  the  Side  and  it  will  be  filled  and  give  a  Shock, 
To  the  Finger  It  appears  as  if  the  Matter  that  ran  in 
at  the  Top  difcharged  iifelf  at  the  Side;  but  the  charg- 
ing of  the  Bottle  fhows  this  to  be  a  Deception,  and 
proves  at  the  fame  Time  that  for  every  Spark  that  came 
oist  of  the  Bottle,  a  Spark  went  into  it  likewife  from  the 
.Finger;  for  thefe  two  oppohte  Powers  can  oqly  be  di- 
,  '  vided 
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Machine^  jufl  as  the  Vibration  of  a  Pendu- 
lum is  produced  by  the  Weight  and  Wheels 
of  a  Clock.  This  Objedlion,  as  it  is  natu- 
ral to  make  it,  I  thought  proper  to  mention, 
and  then  remove,  that  we  may  have  the 
Way  clear  before  us.  ' ' 

"  The  Vibration  of  the  Pendulum  is 
nothing  more  than  an  Effect,  of  which  the 
Strudure  of  the  Clock  is  the  Caufe.  But 
the  eledirical  Machine  is  not  the  Caufe  of 
thefe  flrange  Appearances  j  it  is  only  the 
Means  of  making  vifible  to  us  what  is  hid- 
den in  Nature,  J u ft  as  the  ftriking  together 
a  FHnt  and  a  Steel  is  the  Means  of  bringing 

forth 

vided  by  Words ;  where  one  aCls,  there  the  other  al- 
ways is.  But  to  put  this  beyond  Difpute,  remove  the 
Finger  arid  hold  the  Point  of  a  Pin  at  the  Diftance  of 
four  or  five  Inches,,  and  a  Fl*me  will  be  I'een  rufh_ 
jncr  from  it.   and  the  Bottle  will  fill  and  be   charged  as 

well,  as  if  the  Finger  had  been  kept  clofe  to  it. r 

N.  B.  This  Flame  difcovers  to  us  another  Secret,  viz. 
that  it  is  not  Air  but  real  Fire  that  iffues  towards  the 
Bottle.  Fmake  this  Remark,  becaufe  fome  have  con- 
cluded, that,  as  culinary  Fires  ra?efy  the  Air  around 
them,  into  which  the  denfer  Air  preffes,  it  is  only  Air 
that  rufhes  into  the  eleftric  Fire,  and  therefore  that  there 

is   no.fuch  Thing  as  Attraftion. The  Misfortune  is, 

what  we  divide  by  Words,  we  fuppofe  may  be  divided 
in  Faft.  But  where  Fire  is,  there  is  Air,  and  where 
Air  is,  there  is  Fire;  for  Fire  always  brings  forth  h'vs 
with  it. 
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forth  to  our  Sight  the  Fire  that  lay  hidden 
within  them.  The  CoUilion  of  the  Flint 
and  Steel  is  not  the  Caufe  or  Maker  of  Fire, 
but  only  a  Means  of  making  vifible  what 
before  was  fhut  up  and  concealed  from  our 
Sight. 

"  After  the  fame  Manner  ads  the  Fric- 
tion of  the  Globe  againfl  the  Cufhion ; 
the  Frid:ion  does  not  create  thefe  ftrangc 
Appearances,  but  is  only  a  Means  of  mak- 
ing them  vifible.  Therefore  I  conclude, 
that  what  we  fee  does  not  then  begin  to  be, 
when  the  Machine  is  put  in  Motion ;  but 
that  the  Machine  is  a  wonderful  Difcoverer 
of  the  hidden  Properties  of  Nature,  which 
are  always  adling  in  the  fame  Manner,  tho* 
fo  fecretly  that  our  bare  Sight  cannot  dif- 
cover  them. 

"  Now  that  thefe  two  Properties  ading 
thus  contrary  to  each  other  are  the  Caufe  of 
a  continual  Whirlings  Wheel  or  Circle,  I 
prove  from  the  Leyden  Experiment, 

*'  It  is  well  known  to  all  Eledlricians, 
that  unlefs  a  Circle  be  made  between  the 
Bottom  and  Top  of  a  charged  Bottle,  no 
Shock  can  poflibly  be  given,  but  let  a  Bot- 
tle be  charg'd  and  then  a  Communication 

made 
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made  between  the  Bottom  and  Top,  and 
fomething  of  unparallelled  Force  will  be 
found  to  adt  within  it  j  but  without  making 
a  Circle,  we  cannot  come  at  any  Know- 
ledge, of  its  Power.  But  its  Strength  is 
now  fo  far  afcertained,  that  nothing  is  found 
able  to  fland  againft  it,  and  by  the  Help  of 
large  Jars  its  Power  may  be  increafed  to  a 
mofl:  aftonifhing  Degree. 

"  Now  thefe  three  Froperiies  made  viii- 
ble  by  the  Help  of  the  cledlrical  Machine, 
are  manifeftly  Jacob  Behmen's  and  Mr, 
Law's  three  jirji  Properties  of  Nature, 

"  The  fourth  Property,  Fire,  will  not 
require  me  to  fay  much  upon  it,  for  it  is 
well  known  that  it  is  real  Fire  that  burfls 
forth  from  the  charged  Jar  or  Bottle  in  the 
Exploiion;  and  that  it  will  fet  fire  to  Spirits, 
and  properly  prepared  Combuftibles. 

"  The  Fifth  Property,  Light,  follows 
from  the  Fire.  This  alfo  requires  no  more 
to  be  faid  than  that  whoever  has  feen  the 
Fire  burft  from  the  Bottle,  muft  have  ietti. 
Light,  but  indeed  fo  much  Light  may  be 
raifed  by  the  Machine  with  the  Help  of  an 
Air- Pump  as  even  to  read  large  Print  by  it. 


cc 


The 


te 
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TuEjixfb  Property  is  Life,  Now  that 
Fire  is  the  Radix  of  Life  evidently  appears 
from  the  following  Experiment :  Let  a  Cat 
and  a  Candle  be  put  together  into  an  Oven  J 
let  the  Door  have  a  Pane  of  Glafs  fixed  in 
the  Middle,  fo  as  no  Air  can  penetrate  it, 
and  then  let  the  Door  be  clofely  luted  to  the 
"Mouth  of  the  Oven,  and  you  will  perceive 
that  the  fame  Fire  that  is  needful  to  keep 
up  the  Flame  of  the  Candle  is  needful  alfo 
for  the  Life  of  the  Cat;  for  the  Inftant  the 
Candle  goes  out,  that  Inftant  the  Cat  dies.* 
[But  the  Reader  will  find  as  he  goes  on 
•much  clearer  Proofs  for  this  Aflertion.]  ' 

"  The /event h  Property  is  Spirit.  This 
the  Machine  makes  as  evident  as  all  the  reft, 
for  when  it  is  put  in  Motion,  there  ifTues 
from  the  End  of  the  Condudlor  a  Spirit,  or 
Air  (for  they  are  both  the  fame)  that  may 
be  felt;  and,  in  Senfatioh  is  riot  unlike 
what  we  make  when  we  foftly  blow  upon 
our  Hand  with  the  Lips  contracled  :  Now 
here  the  Machine  ceafes,  here  its  Difco- 
veries  end,  it  has  no  more  Properties  to 
difplay,  unlefs  we  call  its  lately  difcovered 
medical  Virtue  another  Property ;  but  this 

muft 

*  Freke  on  Fire,  p.  334 
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inuft  not  be  looked  on  as  another  Property, 
as  all  the  reft  manifeftly  and  diftindily  are, 
bat  rather  a  bleffed  Effed;  of  the  Whole." 

''  Now  is  it  not  aftonifhing  that  thefe 
two  Men  Jacob  Behmen  and  Mr.  Law, 
fliGuId  write  fo  clearly  and  fo  juftly  of  Na- 
tare,  without  the  Help  of  any  Inftrument  to 
p^ift  them?  Jacob  Behmen  efpecially, 
writes  in  the  Style  in  which  an  Eledlrician 
would  exprefs  himfelfj  for  he  fpeaks  of  the 
Fire  burfting  forth  with  a  violent  Crack,  and 
fo  exadlly  defcribes  the  Noife  and  Flafh, 
that  one  would  think,  at  firft  Sight,  he  had 
feen  the  Fire  coUedled  in  a  Bottle  and  then 

diicharged.* 

"  And  now.  Sir,  tho'  I  make  no  doubt 
many  will  be  carping  at  what  has  here  been 
faid,  as  has  been  the  common  Practice  with 
Refped:  to  thofe  eminent  Writers  above- 
mentioned,  whofc  Philofophy  now  ftands 
eOablifhed  on  Experiment,  yet  fo  long  as  this 
Maxim  of  the  Schools,  y^'^/z^j  non  poffunt  fallu 
remains  good,  what  is  founded  on  Experi- 
ment cannot  be  ihaken.  However  this  one 
Thing  I  require  of  every  Oppofer  that  he 
produce  his  Experiments  to  fupport  his  Op- 
C  pofition, 

*  See  BEaMEH** Threefold  Life,    Page  i6,  17,  \%, 
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poiition,  in  as  clear  and  candid  a  Manner  as 
I  have,  to  elucidate  this  Philofophy. .  There 
can  be  no  Deception  in  Experiments ;  I 
fhall  therefore  take  no  Notice  of  any  An- 
fwerer,  unlefs  he  contradids  by  Experi-^ 
mcntj  what  by  E^xperiment,  I  think  I  have 
clearly  demonftrated." 

No  one,  that  I  have  heard  of,  ever  made 
the  leaft  Objedion  to  the  above  Letter,  but 
my  hope  was,  that  fome  one  or  other  would 
have  thrown  greater  Light  on  the  Subjed ; 
for  many  Perfons  were  at  that  Time  trying 
Experiments;  and  feveral  iince  have  wrote 
on  the  Subjedt,  who  have  inconteflably  pro- 
ved that  what  ufed  to  be  called  eledric  Mat- 
ter, is  real  Fire,  and  that  it  exifts  and  is  to 
be  found  in  every  Place ;  but  no  one  has 
yet  attempted  to  fhow  wKat  this  Fire  is,  from 
whence  it  proceeds,   or  whether  it  be  an 
Unit  or  compofed  of  Parts,     This  I  fhall 
endeavour   to    elucidate   in   the  following 
Chapters. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     III. 

l^roves  that  there  is  only  one  Fire  in  all  JSta-^ 
turey  demonjlrates  by  Experimetits  that  Fire 
is  the  Life  of  all  T^hings^  and  contains  a 
curious  Remark  on  Precipitate. 

CUSTOM,  which  too  often  tyrannizes 
over  our  Underftanding,  has  hitherto 
arbitrarily  fixed  the  Epithet  EleSiric  to  a 
Machine,  which  bids  the  faireft  to  be  the 
moft  wonderful  Inftrument  ever  yet  difco- 
vered,  either  for  its  Ufefulnefs,  already  found 
out,  in  the  Medical  Way^  or  for  Experi- 
ments in  natural  Philofophy.  But  I  will 
not  here  contend  with  Cuftom,  it  is  of  toa 
ftubborn  a  Nature  to  yield  to  Reafon  or  Ar- 
gument. Only  I  would  endeavour  to  free 
the  Reader's  Ideas  from  Confufion,  lefl 
when  I  fpeak  of  eleSiric  Fire,  he  fhould 
imagine  that  it  is  fomething  dependent  on, 
or  produced  by  the  Apparatus,  I  would 
therefore  here  remark,  that  there  are  not  in 
Nature  two  Fires,  or  Fires  of  a  different 
Quality  from  each  other,  but  that  the  Fire^ 
by  which  we  warm  ourfelves,  is  the  very 
C  2  fam® 
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fame  as  that  made  vifible  by  an  cledrical 
Apparatus.  But  with  this  Difference,  the 
firft  forbids  us  to  approach  too  near  it,  that 
raifed  by  a  Machine  may  be  as  fafely  felt  as 
cold  Water  ;  and  yet  this  may  be  excited  to 
as  high  and  inflammable  a  State,  as  the 
Flame  of  a  Candle  with  v/hich  our  Fires 
are  lighted. 

Fire  is.  the  mofl  wonderful  of  any  Thing 
we  have  to  do  with ;  and  yet  fcarce  is  any 
one's  Curiofity  or  Aftonifhment  raifed  by  it. 
The  Reafon  is,  continual  Ufe  gets  the  better 
of  our  Attention.  Knowing  how  to  procure 
Fire  whenever  we  want  it,  we  are  under  no 
more  Concern  than  to  get  thofe  Materials, 
that  can  furnifli  us  with  a  Sufficiency  of  it 
for  all  our  Purpofes ;  thus  Day  after  Day  we 
let  pafs  unnoticed  the  moft  ail^nifhing  of  all 
the  Elements;  even  Chymifts,  who  make  fo 
much  Ufe  of  Fire,  have  never  yet,  as  I  have 
read,  entered  further  into  it  than  to  try  its 
EfFedls,  and  how  far  it  would  operate.  But 
now  it  is  found  to  be  compounded  of  feve- 
ral  Parts;  by  the  Help  of  an  eledrical  Ma- 
chine we  can  anlayfe  it,  and  fhow  all  its 

Properties  diftindtly  to  the  Senfes. 

But 
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But  as  I  have  here  fpokcn  of  the  Chy- 
mifts,  I  will  mention  an  Incident  that  hap- 
pened when  I  was  once  trying  Experiments. 
A  very  ingenious  Chymifl  being  prefent  I 
aficed  him  if  he  would  tafte  the  Fire,  the 
Queftion  ftartled  him,  but  feeing  me  do  it, 
he  was  encouraged  to  try,  but  rofe  from  the 
Chair  with  Aftonifhment.  *'  I  tafte,  faid 
he,  an  Acid,  and  now  I  know,  what  I  never 
could  account  for  before,  that  it  is  the  Acid 
in  Fire  that  gives  the  Spictda  to  Frecip- 
tatey  This  Obfervation  I  thought  too  cu- 
rious to  omit.  But  as  well  as  being  tafted, 
the  Fire  may  be  alfo  fmelt,  for  after  a  Ma- 
chine has  been  worked  fome  Time  in  a  clofe 
Room,  a  ftrong  Smell  of  Sulphur  may  be 
perceived.  But  no  more  of  this  now.  I 
would  fpeak  here  exprefsly  of  Fire,  and  not 
of  its  Properties. 

It  was  the  Opinion  of  the  Ancients  that 
Fire  was  in  every  Thing :  Nay  that  every 
Thing  living,  whether  Animal  or  Vegetable, 
owed  its  Life  to  it ;  for  this  Reafon  they 
called  it  the  Anima  Mundu  From  whence 
they  got  this  Truth,  or  from  what  Experi- 
ments they  drew  their  Conclulions,  it  is  not 
C  3  ma- 
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material  to  enquire  3  an  ekdlrical  Machine 
will  verify  it  to  our  Senfes. 

Jacob  Behmen  tells  us,  his  Knowledge 
of  Nature  was  open'd  in  him  by  God. 
This  is  an  AlTertion  that  many  may  call  his 
ipfe  dixit  j  be  that  as  it  may,  it  reduces  us 
to  this  Dilemma,  either  to  allow  or  deny  what: 
he  fays.  If  we  deny,  to  what  or  whom 
ihall  we  attribute  tbofe  deep  and  wonderful 
Difcoveries  that  are  to  be  found  in  his  Writ- 
ings, and  which  Experiment  proves  to  be 
true  I  Many  have  been  the  Abufes  poured 
upon  him  from  every  Quarter ;  but  which 
fhould  be  moft  regarded,  the  Ravings  of 
Folly,  or  the  Evidence  of  the  Senfes  ? 

Mr.  Boyle  in  his  Book  on  the  Ufeful- 
nefs  of  experimental  natural  Philofophy, 
fays,  like  a  Man  of  Candor  (Page  2 8 3,) 
*'  Perhaps  neither  Nature  nor  Mankind  is 
much  beholden  to  thofe,  that  too  rigidly  or 
narrowly  circumfcribe  or  confine  the  Opera- 
tions of  Nature,  and  not  fo  much  as  allow 
themfelves  or  others  to  try  whether  it  be 
poffible  for  Nature,  excited  and.  managed 
by  Art,  to  perform  diverfe  Things,  which 
|hey  never  yet  faw  done,  or  work  by  diverfe 

Ways, 


[       23       ] 

Waj'S,  differing  from  any,  which  by  the 
common  Principles,  that  are  taught  in  the 
Schools,  they  are  able  to  give  a  fatisfa€lory 

Account  of." 

Jacob  Behmen  and  Mr.  Law  have  writ- 
ten, I  own,  of  Nature  quite  different  from 
all  other  Writers.  But  is  this  a  Reafon  for 
rejeding  what  they  have  faid  ?  Galileo, 
the  famous  Inventor  of  the  Telefcope,  for 
maintaining  the  Copernican  Syftem,  a  Syf- 
tem  now  generally  receiv'd,  was  twice  thrown 
into  the  Prifon  of  the  Inquifition  as  an  He- 
retick.  But  becaufe  his  Pcrfecutors,  the 
Jefuits,  did  not  then  beHeve  that  the  Sun 
was  a  fixed  Body  and  that  the  Earth  moved 
round  it,  were  his  AfTertions  lefs  true  ? 
Time  and  Experience  have  removed  this 
Prejudice,  and  fixed  the  Error  on  the  right 
Perfons.  *'  One  fliall  rarely  meet,  fays  the 
Author  of  Galileo's  Life,  with  a  more 
glaring  Inftance  of  Blindnefs  and  Bigotry." 
To  condemn  an  Author  becaufe  he  has  writ- 
ten contrary  to  our  preconceived  Opinion  is 
as  good  an  Argument  of  found  Senfe  and 
tJnderftanding,  as  to  pronounce  that  Fruit 
bad  and  good  for  nothing,  which  we  have 

never  tailed. 

When 
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When  Jacob  Behmen  was  ftric^tly  ex- 
amined at  the  Saxon  Court  by  Men  of  the 
greatefl  Learning,  Profeflbrs  in  every  Science, 
brought  together  for  this  Purpofe  by  the 
Eled:or,  they  difcovered  fo  much  Flonefty, 
Candor,  and  good  Senfe,  that  not  one  of 
them  condemned  him,  even  tho'  he  fald 
many  Things  to  them  far  beyond  their  Com- 
prehenfion.  What  he  declared  was  from  an 
Infight  given  him  by  God  into  Nature. 
Now  that  there  is  a  Power  in  Nature  alwavs 
at  work,  is  evident  from  the  Effeds.  But 
what  is  this  Power  ?  //  is  Fire. — The  ten- 
dereft  Leaf  on  the  higheft  Tree  fhows  at  the 
extremeft  Part  of  it  that  there  is  Life,  but 
what  caufes  this  Life  ?  It  is  Fire. 

Bar  that  no  one  may  fay  this  is  my  ipfe 
dixit,  the  two  foUov^ing  Experiments  are 
here  introduced  that  the  Senfes  may  have 
full  Proof  of  the  AiTertion. 

Experiment  the  First. 

Pluck  a  Branch  from  any  Plant,  the 
Leaves  of  which  would  not  be  too  ponderous 
for  the  Power  you  are  able  to  raife  with  your 
Machine,  and  obferve  when  its  Leaves  be- 
gin to  droop,  at  this  Crifis  place  it  on  your 

Glaffes 
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Glafles  and  eled:rify  it,  and  you  will  fee 
that  the  Fire  will  have  the  fame  Effcdl  upon 
it,  as  when  it  v/as  growing  upon  the  Plant; 
the  Fire  will  pervade  and  circulate  thro' 
every  Part  of  it,  and  make  it  appear  as  if  it 
was  living. 

Experiment  the  Second. 

Take  two  Plants  of  equal  Size  and  limi- 
lar  Appearance  in  Pots ;  eledrify  one  of 
them  for  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour  or  ten  Mi- 
nutes every  Morning.  In  a  few  Days  you 
will  fee  a  manifeft  Difference.  The  eledri- 
fied  Plant  will  cutRrip  and  look  much  more 
iiourifhing  than  the  other.  Now  what 
llronger  Proof  than  this  can  we  have  that 
Fire,  as  Jacob  Behmen  and  Mr.  Law 
affert,  is  the  Radix  of  Life.  In  the  Plant 
growing  in  the  Garden,  we  can  only  fee  the 
Efted;  of  the  vivifying  Power  fwiftly  pervad- 
ing and  rapidly  circulating  thro'  every  Part. 
In  the  eledrlfied  Plant  we  fee  the  Caufe  as 
well  as  perceive  the  Eifedl  of  the  fubtil  Fluid. 

I  SHALL  conclude  this  Chapter  with  a 
Paffage  out  of  Mr.  Law's  Appeal  appofi-te 
to  my  prefent  Subjed:.  "  The  Reader,  fays 
he,  (Page  163)  ought  not  to  wonder  or  be 

offended 
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oiFended  at  the  frequent  mention  of  the  Word 
Fire,  which  is  there  ufed  to  denote  the  true 
Nature  and  State  of  the  Soul.     For  both 
Nature  and  Scripture  fpeak  continually  the 
fame   Language.       For   wherever   there   is 
mention   of  Life,  Light,    or   Love  in  the 
Scripture,  there  Fire  is  necejfarily  fuppofed, 
as  being  that  in  which  all  Life  and  Light 
and  Love  muil  necelTarily  arife,  and  there- 
fore the  Scriptures  fpeak  as  often  of  Fire,  as 
they  do  of  Life  and  Light  and  Love,  be- 
caufe  the  one  necelTarily  includes  the  other. 
For  all  Life,  whether  it  be  Vegetable,  Senfi- 
ti'ue.  Animal,  or  Intellcciiial,  is  only  a  kind- 
led Fire  of  Life  in.  fuch  a  Variety  of  States, 
and  every  dead  infenfitive  Thing  is  only  fo, 
^becaufe  its  Fire  is  quenched,  or  fhut  up  in 
an  hard  Compadlion.     If  therefore  we  will 
fpeak  of  the  true  Ground  of  the  fallen  State 
of  Men  and  Angels,  v/e  are  not  at  Liberty, 
to  think  of  it  under  any  other  Idea,  or  fpeak 
of  it  in  any  other  Marnier  than  as  the  dark^ 
ened  Fire  of  their  Life  unable  to  kindle  it- 
felf  into  Light  and  Love.     Do  not  the  Scrips 
tares  flri(illy  confine  us  to  this  Idea  of  Hell  ? 
So  that  it  is  not  any  particular  Fhilofophy 
or  affected  Singularity  of  Exprcffion,    that 

makes 
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/makes  me  fpeak  in  this  Manner  of  the  Soul, 
but  becaufe  all  Nature  and  Scripture  forces 
us  to  confefs,  that  the  Root  of  all  and  e very- 
Life  ftands  and  muft  necefTarily  ftand  in  the 
Properties  of  Fire." 

"  The  holy  Scriptures  alfo  fpeak  much 
of  Firfe  in  the  Ideas,  which  they  give  us 
both  of  the  divine  Nature  and  of  created 
Spirits/  whether  they  be  faved  or  loft.  The 
former,  as  becoming  Flames  of  heavenly- 
Light  and  Love ;  the  latter,  as  dark  Fire- 
brands of  Hell." 

"  It  ought  to  be  no  Reafon,  why  we 
fliould  think  grofsly  of  Fire,  becaufe  it  is 
feen  in  fo  many  grofs  Things  of  this  World. 
For  how  is  it  feen  in  them  ?  Why  only 
as  a  Deftroyer,  a  Confumer,  and  Rejiner  of 
all  GroJfnefSj  as  a  Kindler  of  Life  and  Light 
out  of  Death  and  Darknefs.  So  that  in  all 
the  Appearances  of  Fire,  even  in  earthly 
Things,  we  have  reafon  to  look  upon  it  as 
fomething  of  an  heavenly,  exalting  and  glo- 
rious Nature,  as  that  which  difperfes  Death, 
Darknefs,  and  Grofsnefs,  and  raifes  uo  the 
Pov/er  and  Glory  of  every  Life." 

"  There  is  but  o?2e  Fire  throughout  all 
Nature  and  Creature,  flanding  only  in  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  States  and  Conditions.  The  Fire 
that  is  in  the  Light  of  the  Sun,  is  the  fame 
Fire  that  is  in  the  Darknefs  of  the  FHnt. 
That  Fire  which  is  the  Life  of  our  Bodies, 
is  the  Life  of  our  Souls ;  that  which  tears 
Wood  in  Pieces  is  the  fame  which  upholds 
the  beauteous  Forms  of  Angels.  It  is  the 
fame  Fire  that  burns  Straw,  that  will  at  laft 
melt  the  Suh ;  the  fame  Fire  that  brightens 
a  Diamond  is  darkened  in  a  Flint.  It  is  the 
fame  Fire  that  kindles  Life  in  an  Animal, 
that  kindled  it  in  Angels.  In  an  Angel  it  is 
an  eternal  Fire  of  an  eternal  Life  3  in  an 
Animal  it  is  the  fame  Fire  brought  into  a 
temporary  Condition,  and  therefore  can  on- 
ly kindle  a  Life  that  is  temporary  -,  the  fame 
Fire  that  is  mere  Wrath  in  a  Devil,  is  the 
Sweetnefs  of  flaming  Love  in  an  Angel ;  and 
the  fame  Fire,  which  is  the  majeflick  Glory 
of  Heaven,  makes  the  Horror  of  Hell" 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

Shows  that  the  Syjiole  andDiaJiole  of  the  Heart 
is  caufed  by  Fire,  and  that  Fire  is  the  Caufe 
of  the  Rednefs  of  the  Blood. 

N  the  laft  Chapter  I  gave  a  Quotation 
from  Mr.  Law,  in  this  1  fhall  give  feve- 
ral,  but  fhort,  from  Jacob  Behmen,  as  a 
Prelude  to  what  I  have  further  to  advance. 
In  his  Clavis  at  the  End  of  the  Forty  Quef- 
tions  concerning  the  Soul:  Verfe  98.  Ft 
Fire  and  Light,  faith  he,  conffeth  the  Life 
of  all  Things,  let  them  be  infenfible,  'vegetable 
or  rational  Thijigs.  In  the  Threefold  Life, 
Chap.  viii.  Ver.  3 1 .  Every  livi?2g  Life  is  a 
Fire :  And  yet  the  proper  Source  of  the  Fire 
is  not  the  right  Life,  but  the  TinBure  which 
proceedeth  from  the  Fire  is  a  pleafant  Joy, 
and  it  is  the  Liberty  of  Nature,  which  is  the 
rightLife.  But  to  make  this  plainer  by  another 
Quotation,  left  the  Word  T^inSiure  lliould 
not  be  eafily  apprehended  j  in  the  10th  Ver. 
in  the  17th  Queftion  concerning  the  Soul. 
The  Fire,  faith  he,  is  wrathful,  the  Light  is 
mild  and  lovely :  In  the  Light  is  the  Life, 

mid 
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and  in  the  Fire  the  Caufe  of  the  Life.  But  this 
Life  (fpeaking  of  the  natural  Life,  Three- 
fold Life,  Chap.  viii.  Ver.  34^)  is  fragile  a7ii\ 
covfifteth  only  in  four  FormSy  viz.    in  Fire, 
■  u4ir.  Water y  and  Earthy  which  is  its  Body. 
In  the  feventh  Queflion  concerning  the  Soul/| 
Ver.  16.  As  to  the  Soul  only^  befide  the  Spirit ^ 
it  is  a  Globe  of  Fire.   And  in  the  ninth  Quef-i 
tion,  Ver.  2.  the  Soul  Jiandeth  in  the  Blood  of 
the  Hearty  there  it  hath  its  Seat  and  Origi-^ 
nal.     In  the  firft  Queflion  concerning  the 
Soul,  Ver.  134.   Under/land  the  great  Myflery 
further.  Tou  fee  that  every  Firegiveth  Lights 
and  you  fee  alfo  that  Air  goeth  forth  from  the 
Source  of  the  Fire^  and  you  know  very  well 
that  if  the  Fire  had  no  Air  to  blow  it  upy  it 
would  be  f mothered^  as  all  Fires  are  fmothered 
when  they  have  no  Air,  and  yet  they  produce 
Air.     Ver.  136.     Tou  fee  that  all  Fire  ?nujl' 
have  Matter  or  elfe  it  will  not  burn-y  under  - 
ftand  it  thuSy  the  Fire  produceth  Air  and  in 
the  Air,  Watery  and  it  mightily  attraBeth  the 
Air  with  the  Water  into  itf elf  again  y  where  - 
by  the  Source  of  the  Fire  is  fo  allayed  that  it 
fhinethy  for  'without  Water  no  Fire  fJoineth  $ 
if  no  Water  can  be  produced  in  a  Tbingy  in 
that  'Thing  the  Fire  will  not  flAne.     In  the 
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Book  of  Regeneration,  Ver.  19.  Who  would 
believe  that  Fire  generateth  Water  and  that 
the  Original  of  Fire  could  be  in  Water ^  if  we 
did  not  fee  it  with  our  Eye(  in  Tempejls  of 
Thundering,  Lightning  and  Rain-,  and  did 
not  find  alfo  that  in  living  Creatures  the  Fire 
in  the  Body  dwelleth  in  the  Blood,  and  that 
the  Blood  is  the  Mother  of  the  Fire^  and  the 
Fire  the  Father  of  the  Blood. 

But  Behmen  hath  gone  much  deeper 
than  this,  even  to  the  Properties  antecedent 
to  Fire,  which  is  before  fliown  in  Chap.  II, 
and  proved  by  Experiment  the  iirft.  But  I 
would  here  alk,  what  is  that  Heat  and  from 
whence  does  it  proceed,  that  warms  the  Bo- 
dy, and  by  which  fo  long,  but  no  longer 
than  it  warms,  the  Limbs  are  enabled  to 
perform  their  Offices  ?  Shall  I  be  anfwered, 
it  is  the  Blood  that  caufes  this  internal 
Warmth  by  its  Velocity^  Fridlion^  and  Attri- 
tion through  the  Veins  and  Arteries.  But 
then  what  caufes  this  rapid  Circulation? 
There  muft  be  fome  Power  to  put  the  Blood 
in  Motion.  Experiments  now  have  fixed  i^ 
beyond  all  doubt  that  it  is  Fire,  the  Fire  of  - 
which  every  rational,  Animal  and  Vegetable 
Life  confifts.     But  look  back  to  Chap.  II. 

Expe- 
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Experiments  the  iirft  and  fecond,  and  there 
you  will  fee  how  the  three  iirft  Properties  of 
Nature  work,  which  are  antecedent  to  Fire. 
The  eledrical  Machine  exhibits  to  our  Senfes, 
that  there  is  a  continual  Influx  and  Efflux, 
and  that  thefe  two  Oppofites  always  ad:ing 
contrary  to  each  other  caufe  a  Whirling  or 
Circulation,  and  that  this  violent  Motion 
produceth  Fire.  So  that  wherever  there  is 
Fire,  there  is  always  a  going  in  and  going 
out  and  a  whirling  round  ox  Circulation. 

Now  what  Difficulty  after  feeing  thefe 
Experiments,  by  which  are  fliewn  the  Man- 
ner of  Nature's  working,  to  account  for  the 
Syftole  and  Diaftole  of  the  Heart;  for  if 
the  Soul  is  a  Fire,  and  from  whence  can 
Heat  come,  but  from  Fire ;  and  if  its  Seat 
is  In  the  Blood  of  the  Heart,  as  Behmen 
declares,  then  fo  long  as  the  Soul  continues 
therein,  there  muft  be  an  Attradlion,  Re- 
pulfion  and  Circulation. 

Many  had  imagin'd  that  Fire  was  the 
Caufe,  becaufe  they  could  not  tell  how  to 
account  for  Motion  without  it,  But  then  not 
knowing  the  Nature  of  Fire,  or  that  there 
were  any  Properties  in  Nature  antecedent  to 
it,  the  more  they  attempted  an  Explanation, 

the 
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the  more  they  found  themfelves  embarrafled, 
till  at  length  others  refamed  the  Subject  and 
attempted  to  explain  the  Syftole  and  Diallole 
of  the  Heart  from  the  PrelTure  of  the  At- 
niofphere,  but  with  as  httle  Succefs,  for  all 
proceeded  on  doubtful  Hypothefes.  But 
what  need  of  Suppofition  now  ?  An  eledri- 
cal  Machine  {hows  us  the  Manner  of  Na- 
ture's Working.  It  manifefls  the  hidden 
and  invifibie  Fire  to  our  Senfes.  And  by- 
trying  Experiments  either  on  the  vegetable 
or  human  Syftem,  we  fhall  find  the  Fire,  of 
which  the  Life  of  each  confifts,  to  be  the 
famcj  for  if  it  was  a  firange  and  hetero- 
geneous Fire,  it  would  exceedingly  injure 
the  human  Frame  and  not  affift  it;  it  would 
not  mix  fo  kindly  as  it  does  with  the  Blood, 
but  would  rather  caufe  an  Ebullition  in  it, 
and  do  the  greateft  Harm  to  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  whereas  nothing  of  this  is  feen.  The 
only  Alteration  that  can  be  perceived,  is, 
that  it  adls  as  a  Stimulus  and  quickens  the 
Motion  of  the  Blood.  The  Pulfe  beats  a 
few  Times  oftener  in  a  Minute.  But  the 
Variety  of  Cures  that  Electricity  has  per- 
formed, fpeaks  more  flrongly  and  loudly 
for  this  AfTertion,  than  all  that  I  can  poffi- 
D  bly 
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bly  fay  in  Support  of  it.     I  wiili  I  could  as 
eaiily  prove,  to  prevent  the  Critic's  Cavil, 
w^hat  I  am  going  further  to  advance  on  the 
Subjed,  viz.  that  the  Rednefs  of  the  Blood,, 
which  has  puzzled  fo  many,    is  caufed  by 
Fire.     But  v^hat  fo  probable?  If  all  Colours 
are  found  by  Experiments  to  be  contained  in 
Light,  and  if  we  know  of  no  Light  with- 
out Fire,  to  what  elfe  can  we  with  fo  much 
Reafon  attribute  the  Rednefs  of  the  Blood  ? 
A  better  Caufe  I  have  never  yet  met  with, 
but  if  any  one  can  fhow  a  better,  I  will 
readily  and  chearfully  give  up  my  Conjec- 
ture.    But  alas !    how  little  do  we  know ! 
What  Reafon  have  the  wifefl  Men  to  de- 
plore their  Ignorance  !  What  a  Myftery  is 
Fire  !  Who  thinks  that  his  Life  conlifts  in 
Fire  I  How  unknown  is  Man  to  himfelf ! 
But  fuch  we  fee  is  the  Force  of  fome  Mens' 
Fire,  that  it  drives  them  into  Depths  deeper 
than  they  can  fathom.   How  many  hundred 
Books  have  been  written  that  now  no  one 
thinks  worth  the  Perufal  ?    How  many  Vo- 
lumes hath  a  plaufible  Hypothelis  produced, 
all  which  the  next  Age  hath  feen  converted 
to  waile  Paper  ?    An  Hypothecs  however 
pleafing,  cannot  ftand  long.     Bufy  Imagina- 
tion 
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tion  is  always  at  work  to  pull  it  down,  and 
build  fomething  of  its  own,  but  not  more 
durable,  on  its  Ruins.  But  I  here  put  an 
End  to  this  Digreffion,  if  it  be  a  Digreffion, 
and  proceed  to  the  next  Chapter  to  fhow 
the  Uiefulnefs  of  Experiments. 


C  H  A  P.     V. 

Shows  the  Se?itim€nts  of  Mr.  Boyle,  a?2d Dr. 

.  BoERHAAVE,  refpeBing  Mefis '  Ignorance  of 
Nature^  alfo  proves  that  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton was  a  Header  c/'Behmen,  and  bor- 
rowed from  him  his  two  Powers  o/' Attrac- 
tion and  Repulfion,  and  concludes  with  the 
Remarks  of  the  ingenious  Dr.  Watson  on 

\  Ele5lricity. 

MR.  Boyle  in  his  Tenth  ElTay  "  of 
Mens'  great  Ignorance  of  the  Ufes  of 
natural  Things,"  begins  his  firft  Sed;ion  with 
thefe  Words:  *'  I  confider  in  the  firft  Place, 
'That  there  are  very  few  of  the  Works  of  Na- 
ture that  have  been  fiifficientlf  confider ed  and 
are  thoroughly  known ^  even  as  to  thofe  Qua- 
lities, and  other  Attributes  of  this  and  that 
Body  (or  other  Phyfical  Thing)  which  be- 
D  2  long 
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long  properly  to  it,  and  are  not  thought  to 
■be  fo  relative  to  other  Bodies.  'Tis  not  on- 
ly in  the  Terreilrial  Globe,  but  in  almofl 
every  Body  to  be  met  w^ith  in  it,  that  there 
may  be  a  Kind  of  terra  incognita^  or  unde- 
tecfted  Part,  whofe  Difcovery  is  referved  for 
our  future  Induftry." 

Now  this  terra  incognita ^  this  undeteded 
Part,  no  Man  more  induflrioufly  ftrove  to 
find  out,  than  Mr,  Boyle 3  he  fpent  his  Life 
in  trying  Experiments,  fully  convinced  that 
they  were  of  the  lafl  Importance  to  invefti- 
gate  Nature.  Of  this  fame  Way  of  think- 
ing was  the  great  Boerhaave.  In  an  Ora- 
tion 1725,  on  the  Method  of  obtaining 
Certainty  in  Phyfics,  he  afferts,  that  "  we 
arc  entirely  ignorant  of  the  iiril  Principles 
of  Things,  and  that  all  our  Knowledge  of 
their  Qualities  is  deriv'd  either  from  fuch 
Experiments,  as  fubjed:  them  to  our  Senfes, 
or  from  Confequences  by  an  exad  Method 
of  Reafoning  deduced  from  thofe  Experi- 
ments.'* 

But  no  one  was  more  convinced  of  the 
Utility  of  this  Method  than  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton. But  had  fuch  Improvements  in  the 
Eled;rical  Apparatus  been  made  in  his  Days 

as 
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as  have  been  made  in  thefe,  what  would  it 
not  have  encbled  him  to  do  ?  It  would  have 
helped  him  to  demonftrate  to  the  Sight,  his 
attraBiije  and  repidjive  Powers^  and  faved 
him  the  Labour  of  writing  fo  much  about 
it,  and  which  but  very  fev/  Capacities  have 
been  able  to  comprehend.  Sir  Isaac  had 
doi.btlefs  an  uncommon  Genius ;  but  ihall 
we  fay  he  was  Self-taught  with  Regard  to 
his  Dodrine  of  AttraBion  and  Repulfion'^ 
Mr.  Law  knew  otherwife,  and  was  not 
afraid  to  tell  the  World  that  he  had  it  from 
Jacob  Behmen.  "  The  illuilrious  Sir 
Isaac  Newton,  fays  he,  §  when  he  wrote 
his  Principia,  and  publiflied  to  the  World 
his  great  Doctrine  of  AttraSfiony  and  thofe 
Laws  of  Nature  by  which  the  Planets  be- 
gan, and  continue  to  move  in  their  Orbits, 
could  have  told  the  World  that  the  true  and 
infallible  Ground  of  what  he  there  advanced, 
was  to  be  found  in  the  Teutonic  T^heofopher  -, 
in  his  T^hree  jirfi  Properties  of  eternal  Na- 
ture^ he  could  have  told  them  that  he  had 
been  a  diligent  Reader  of  that  wonderful 
Author,  that  he  had  made  large  Extrads 
out  of  him,  and  could  have  referred  to  bim 
D  3  for 

§  Animadvcrfions  on  Dr,  Trap's  Reply,  p.  314. 
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for  the  Ground  of  what  he  had  obfcrved  in 
the  Number  Jeven.     Now  why  did  not  this 
great  Man  do  thus  ?    Muft  we  fuppole  that 
he  was  loth  to  have  it  thought,  that  he  had 
been  helped  by  any  Thing  that  he  had  read? 
No  :   It  is  an  unworthy  Thought.     But  Sir 
Isaac  well  knew,  that  Prejudice  and  Par- 
tiahty  had  fuch  Power  over  many  People's 
Judgments,    that   Dodirines,    tho'    ever   fo 
deeply  founded  in,  and  proved  by  all   the 
Appearances  of  Nature,  would  be  fufped:ed 
by  fome  as  dangerous,  and  condemned  by 
others,  even  as  falfe  and  wicked,  had  he 
made  any  References  to  an  Author,   that 
was  only  call'd  an  Ethufiaft."      I  have  not 
made  this  Ex  trad  to  depreciate  Sir  Isaac 
Newton  :  He  was  doubdefs  the greaf  Man. 
But  he  certainly  borrowed  his  attractive  and 
repullive Powers  from  Behmen^  forbad  he 
been  poflefTed  of  Inilruments,  as  we  now 
are,  by  which  he  could  have  clearly  fhown 
them,  he  would  not  have  been  filent;  but 
it  is  too  plain  he  was  unwilling  to  declare 
from  whence  he  had  hisKnovv^ledge  j  whereas 
Behmen  honeftly  and  without  Difguife  o- 
penly  declares  he   derived  his   Knowledge 
from  GOD.    And  who  but  GOD,  the  Au- 
thor 
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thor  of  Nature,    can  unfold  the  Laws  of 
Nature  ! 

Now  after  having  mentioned  Mr.  Boyle, 
Dr.  BoERHAAVE,  and  Sir  Isaac  Newton^ 
it  would  be  doing  Injuftice  to  my  Subje(fl 
not  to-mention  the  ingenious  Dr.  Watson, 
who  has  written  on  Eledricity  both  in  the 
experimental  and  medical  Way,  the  Refult 
of  whofe  Enquiries  I  find  drawn  up  ready 
to  my  Hand  in  a  Dictionary  lately  publiflied 
under  the  Article  of  Eledricity.  "  Mr. 
Watson's  Syftem  naturally  leads  him  to 
a{k,  by  what  Denomination  fhall  we  call 
this  extraordinary  Power  from  its  Ejffedts  in 
thefe  Operations  ?  Shall  we  call  it  Eledlri- 
city  from  its  being  a  Principle  neither  gene- 
rated nor  deftroyed,  from  its  being  every 
where,  and  always  prefent,  and  in  Readi- 
nefs  to  £how  itfelf  in  its  Effeds,  tho'  latent 
and  unobferved,  'till  by  fome  Procefs  it  is 
produced  into  A(5tion  and  rendered  vifible 
from  its  penetrating  the  denfeft  and  hardefl: 
Bodies,  and  its  uniting  itfelf  to  them ;  and 
from  its  immenfe  Velocity  fliall  we  with 
TheophrastuSjBoerhaavEjNieuenhit, 
Gravesand,  and  other  Philofophers  call  it 
elementary  Fire  ?  Or  {hall  we  from  its  con- 
D  4  tainirig 
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taining  the  Subflance  of  Light  and  Fire,  and 
from  the  extreme  Smallnefs  of  its  Parts,  as 
paffing  thro'  moft  Bodies  we  are  acquainted 
with,  denominate  it  with  Homberg  and  the 
Chymifts,  the  chemical  fulphureous  Princi- 
ple, which  according  to  the  Doctrine  of 
thefe  Gentlemen  is  univerfally  diileminated  ? 
Whatever  we  call  it,  it  feems  certain  that 
this  Power  has  many  furprizing  Properties, 

'  and  cannot  but  be  of  great  Moment  in  the 
Syftem  of  the  Univerfe." — This  is  by  far 
the  beft  and  moft  fenfible  Obfervation  I  have 
ever  met  with  on  Electricity.  The  terra 
incognita^  or  tmdetedied  Part  fo  long  fought 
for  unfuccefsfuUy  by  Mr.  Boyle,  has  for- 
tunately been  hit  upon  by  Dr.  Watson. 
The  Power  call'd  Eled:rical  (and  to  which 
inligniiicant  Term  we  are  obliged  to  fubmit 
thro'  Cuftom,)  is  indeed  of  the  greatefl  Mo- 
ment in  the  Syftem  of  the  Univerfe.  This 
I  have  already  demonftrated  by  feveral  clear 

"  and  convincing  Experiments.  I  would  only 
here  further  obferve,  that  this  Power  or 
Principle  is  of  a  Truth  every  where  tho' 
unobferved,  and  that  it  is  not  then  generated 
when  made  vifible  by  Experiments,  any 
more  than  Fire  can  be  faid  to  be  generated 

from 
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from  the  CoUlfion  of  a  Flint  and  Steel  j  for 
was  there  no  Fire  within  them,  we  might 
ftrike  for  ever,  but  not  produce  it. 


CHAP.     VI. 

'Treats  cf  the  Number  Seven,  and  of  the  f re- 

jouent  Mention  of  Fire  in  the  Scripture, 
Jhoivs  fro7n  whence  the  Yiv^Jhall  come^  that 
'will  caife  the  lafl  Confragraticn,  and  con- 
dudes  with  aferious  Addrefs  to  Infidels. . 

N  the  Scripture  ^^Vii^feiien  is  a  Number 
of  Perfedion.  The  frequent  Mention 
of  it  in  the  divine  Law  and  Revelation  is 
doubtlefs  allufive.  Infeven  Days  the  Crea- 
tion of  the  World  was  iiniflied.  The  Leper 
was  to  be  fprinkled  feven  '\times^  2ii\dfeven 
Days  were  appointed  for  his  Cleanfing.  6*^- 
'ven  Days  were  appointed  for  confecrating 
the  Friefts,  2inA  feven  Days  for  purifying  the 
Unclean.  Seven  Priefis  with  feven  'Trumpets 
h\QW  feven  Days  for  the  overthrowing  of  tjie 
Walls  of  fericho.  Every  feventh  Day  was 
a  Sabbath.  Every  feventh  Tear  a  Year  of 
Reft.      hn^fcvcn  times  fcven  Tears  brought 

the  Tubilee, 

In 
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In  the  Revelation,  Chap.  v.  Ver.  6,  are 
thefe  Words.  And  I  beheld  and  lo  in  the 
Midjl  of  the  T^hrone  and  of  the  four  Beajls, 
and  in  the  Midjl  of  the  Elde?^s  flood  a  Lamb 
as  it  had  been  fain^  having  feven  Horns  and 
feven  Eyes,  which  are  the  feven  Spirits  of 
GOD  fent  forth  into  all  the  Earth.  Men- 
tion is  iikewife  made  oi  feven  Candlefticks^ 
feven  Churches^  feven  Seals,  fevefi  "Trumpets, 
and  feven  Phials. 

And  now  from  Experiments  our  Senfes 
are  convinced  that  there  are  feven  Properties 
in  Nature,  all  vi^onderful  in  Operation,  and 
of  fuch  Force  and  Power  that  nothing  can 
reiift  them.  From  the  Clouds  we  fee  them 
buril  in  deflrudive  Lightning;  and  it  is  even 
in  our  Power  to  arreft  and  colled:  fuch  a 
Quantity  that  no  one  can  approach  fafely  to 
it.  But  from  the  Jars  that  are  generally 
made  ufe  of,  nothing  hurtful  can  poffibly 
happen  ;  but  even  from  thefe  a  Man  will  be 
convinced  that  there  a^re  fuch  Powers  in  Na- 
ture of  which  he  had  not  the  leaft  Con- 
ception. 

In  the  Scripture  likev/ife  frequent  men- 
tion is  made  of  Fire  and  Light,  the  one  to 
exprefs  the  Terror  of  the  LORD,  the  other 

to 
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to  let  forth  his  Glory.  The  firft  Revelation 
GOD  made  of  himfelf,  to  Moses,  was  by 
Fire.  The  Ifraelites  were  guided  in  the 
Night,  in  the  Wildernefs,  by  a  Cloud  of 
Fire.  When  the  Law  was  given,  the  LORD 
defcended  upon  the  Mount  in  Fire.  A  con- 
tinual Fire  Night  and  Day  was  to  be  kept 
up  in  the  Temple.  The  Holy  Ghoft  de- 
fcended upon  the  Apoflles  in  the  Appearance 
o^  cloven  Tongues  of  Fire.  Paul  going  to 
Damafcus  to  perfecute  the  Chriftians  was 
flruck  to  the  Ground  by  a  Light  far  exceed- 
ing the  Light  of  the  Sun.  Many  more 
Paflages  might  be  mentioned,  but  thefe  are 
fafficient  to  (how  that  Fire  is  the  great  Agent 
of  the  Deity. 

Now  Experiments  difcover  to  us  that  Fire 
is  every  where  and  in  every  Thing ;  and  that 
even  we  by  the  Help  of  Inilruments  can 
call  it  forth  from  its  Hiddennefs,  and  either 
make  it  adt  as  a  Friend  or  as  an  Enemy  to 
the  human  Frame. 

But  now  if  we  can  do  thefe  Things  with 
it,  what  cannot  be  done  with  it  by  Him, 
who  created  it  ?  Cannot  GOD  make  it  ad: 
either  as  a  Minifter  of  Love,  or  as  a  Minifter 
of  Vengeance?    ^odom  and  Gcmcrrah  felt  it 

as 
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as  a  Minifler  of  Vengeance.  The  three 
Jews  that  Nebuchadnezzar  ordered  to  the 
burning  Furnace  as  a  Minifter  of  Love. 

Need  we  now  any  longer  fpend  our  Time 
in  conjedluring  from  whence  the  Fire  fhall 
come,  that  fliall  caufe  the  lafl  Conflagration  ? 
Some  have  fuppofed  that  it  will  come  to  pafs 
by  Fire  from  Heaven.  Some  that  there  is 
a  central  Fire,  and  that  it  will  barfl  fror^j 
thence.  And  others  that  it  is  more  likely 
to  happen  from  a  fiery  Comet.  But  all  thefe 
arc  weak  Conjedlures  and  cannot  be  fupport- 
ed.  Bat  Experiments  have  now  freed  us 
from  thefe  Perplexities ;  they  difcover  and 
manifeft  to  our  Senfes  fuch  Plenty  of  Fire, 
that  we  know  of  no  Place^  nor  any  Thing 
in  which  it  is  not  to  be  found.  The  Reafon 
why  we  cannot  difcern  it  without  the  Help 
of  Inftruments  is,  becaufe;  we  are  on  the 
Oiitfide  of  its  Covering,  It  is  covered  and 
hidden  juft  as  the  Soul  or  Life  is  covered 
and  hidden  in  the  Body.  Now  as  we  know 
of  no  Part  of  the  Body  in  which  the  Life 
is  not  prefent,  fo  an  electrical  Machine  dif- 
covers  to  us  that  Fire  is  every  where  as 
intimately  mix'd.  By  the  Help  of  this  In- 
l^rument  we  can  look  into  the  Infide  of  Na- 
ture 
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ture  and  fee  the  Manner  of  its  Working. 
Sometimes  I  have  been  enabled  to  raife  fo 
much  Light  by  it,  that  this  Thought  has 
ftruck  me,  "  Could  the  Covering  be  remov- 
ed what  a  glorious  Shine  v^ould  there  be 
throughout  the  Univerfe  !" 

I  CANNOT  conclude  this  Chapter  without 
a  Word  to  thofe  Perfons,  who  over-rating 
their  Underflanding,  often  make  themfelves 
merry  with  the  Credulity  of  Chriflians, 
who  believe  that  this  World  fhall  be  burnt 
and  purified  by  Fire. — To  Thefe  Faith  is 
the  Evidence  of  Things  not  feen, — To  you, 
who  have  no  Faith,  Conclufions  drawn 
from  the  iilly  Conjectures  of  weak  Men, 
are  the  Ground  and  Support  of  your  Unbe- 
lief. But  will  you  believe  your  Senfes? 
Will  you  let  them  determine  the  Point  ? 
Try  Experiments !  An  eledlrical  Apparatus 
will  convince  you  that  Fire  may  be  collecSed 
in  every  Place,  which  Fire  you  will  find  to 
be  the  fame  as  that,  which  burlls  from  the 
Clouds  in  Lightning,  the  fame  as  that  which 
we  make  ufe  of  for  all  the  Ends  and  Pur^ 
pofes  of  Life.  You  will  find  too  by  receiv- 
ing a  fmart  Shock  from  a  charged  Jar,  that 
there  are  Powers  in  Nature  of  which  you 

had 
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had  not  the  lead  Idea.  Nov/  if  you  yoiir» 
felves  with  the  Help  of  proper  Indruments 
can  call  forth  the  hidden  Fire  and  perform 
Wonders  with  it,  what  ft^^all  not  He  do 
with  it,  who  is  its  Creator,  and  who  now 
rules  and  diredis  it  ?  You  cannot,  I  think, 
therefore  after  fuch  Difcoveries  as  thefe,  treat 
Chriftians  with  Contempt  for  believing,  what 
has  been  revealed  to  them  in  that  Book, 
which  they  hold  in  the  higheft  Efteem,  but 
which  you  look  upon  as  a  Book  of  Fidions. 
But  if  my  Memory  does  not  deceive  me, 
I  have  read  fomewhere  in  the  Philofophical 
Tranfadions,  two  or  three  Accounts  of  the 
internal  Fire  breaking  forth  in  the  Body  and 
confuming  it,  nothing  of  which  was  left, 
but  juft  cnouo;h  to  convince  the  Beholder 
that  it  was  confiimed  by  Fire.  Now  why 
may  not  the  internal  Fire  of  the  World  (hake 
off  its  Covering  in  the  ilime  Manner.  When 
GOD  orders,  it  will  ^o  fo.  The  Floor  will 
then  be  thoroughly  purged,  the  Chaff  and 
Wheat  will  then  be  feparatcd,  id  eft,  the 
Good  and  Bad,  Believers  and  Unbehevers, 
will  have  a  diftind  Abode.  One  in  an  un- 
quenchable Fire  without  Light,  where  the 
W^orm  dicth  not.     The  other  in  a  State  of 

Light 
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Light  and  Glory,  where  the  Fire  has  no 
fuch  confuming  defiroying  Tower,  as  we  fee 
it  has  here,  but  where  it  changes  all  Crea- 
tures into  Flames  of  Love.  You  may  con- 
ceive this  from  hence.  Separate  in  your 
Imagination  the  firft  four  Forms  of  Nature, 
in  Chapter  the  Second,  from  the  three  lafl'. 
Now  in  thefe  Forms  the  Creature  (for  fuch 
as  Nature  is,  fuch  muft  be  the  Creatures  that 
are  in  it)  the  Creature,  I  fay,  can  feel  no- 
thing but  a  continual  Strife  of  oppofite  Pow- 
ers contending  with  each  other.  This  is  the 
miferable  State  into  which  Devils  arc  fallen, 
and  in  which  they  are  fhut  up  in  Chains 
of  Darknefs.  Their  iirft  State  of  Light 
and  Glory,  which  confifled  of  all  the  itvzw 
Forms  of  eternal  Nature  harmonioully  work- 
ing in  oncblefled,  glorious  Union,  they  have 
changed  for  their  prefent  dark  Abode,  that, 
only  confifts  of  the  oppofing  Forms  always 
ftriving  and  contending  with  each  other,  and 
into  which  they  can  no  more  bring  Light 
than  the  extinguillied  Taper  can  re-enlighten 
itfelf;  now  this  horrid,  this  State  beyond 
Defcription  miferable,  mufl;  be  yours,  if  you 
die  refufmg  the  Light  of  GOD. 

YoU"R 


[     48     ] 

Your  Soul  in  her  prefent  fallen  State  con- 
iifts  of  no  more  than  the  four  iiril:  Forms  of 
eternal  Nature;  and  the  Reafon  why  you  do 
hot  feel  the  Mifery  of  this  wretched  State  is, 
becaufe  of  the  Light  and  Water  of  this 
World  with  which  its  AnguiOi  is  allayed 
and  afTwaged  5  but  when. Death  {hall  fepa- 
rate  your  Soul  from  thefe,  then  all  the 
Wretchednefs  of  that  horrible  State  will  be 
awakened  in  you. 

You  feel  fomething  of  this  even  now  un- 
der the  Cover  of  Flefli  and  Blood  j  all  the 
UneafineiTes  that  arife  in  your  Breaft,  every 
diftreffing Thought,  that  difturbs  your  Quiet^ 
and  take  Notice,  Difcompojure  as  well  as 
Peace  of  Mind  arifes  from  within,  all  I  fav 
iliiie  from  the  State  your  Soul  is  in  3  for 
were  you  in  that  State  of  Reditude,  in  which 
you  foolifldy  fuppofe  yourfelves,  you  could 
not  have  an  uneafy  Moment;  nothing  could 
poilibly  ftir  up  the  leafl  Anxiety  within  you. 
Whatever  you  feel  therefore  not  right,  is  a 
Proof  io  you  of  the  720/2 -reBitude  of  the  StSitQ 
you  are  in.  And  if  you  cannot  make  that 
flrait,  which  is  now  crooked,  if  you  cannot 
alter  Nature  and  make  it  better  whilft  in 
this  State,  you  have  no  Certainty  that  it  will 
be  better  in  another.  But 
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But  perhaps  you  may  be  intoxicated  with 
that  vain  Thought,  that  when  we  die  we 
are  annihilated.  I  have  fhewn  you  by  the 
Help  of  an  eledrical  Apparatus  the  hidden 
Powers  of  Nature  and  the  Manner  of  their 
Working,  now  if  thefe  can  be  annihilated, 
then  no  doubt  all  Nature  and  every  Creature 
will  be  annihilated,  for  Nature  is  prior  to 
the  Creature.  But  if  this  cannot  be  fhewn 
or  any  Ways  proved,  fuch'  a  Belief  undoubt- 
edly argues  more  Credulity  in  the  Believer 
than  ever  yet  exifted  in  the  weakeil  Chrif- 
tian.  But  do  you  fuppofe  that  Fire  is  an- 
nihilated, when  you  extinguifh  it?  Cannot 
you  raife  and  make  it  vifible  in  the  fame 
Thing,  in  which  it  was  extinguifhed  ?  What 
a  Froof  then  have  you  always  before  your 
Eyes  of  the  enduring  State  of  Fire ^  and  that, 
when  it  is  extinguiflied,  it  is  not  annihilated, 
but  only  retired  under  Cover,  from  whence 
it  is  in  the  Power  of  any  one  to  bring  it 
again  and  make  it  vifible !  When  you  put 
out  your  Candle  the  Fire  becomes  invifible, 
the  Wax  or  Tallow  is  its  Covering,  and  it 
lies  in  it  in  a  dead  inadlive  State ;  but  how 
foon  can  you  call  it  forth!  As  Fire  therefore 
cannot  be  annihilated,  and  as  every  Life,  as 
E  has 
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I 

has  already  been  fhewn,  confiils  of  Fire, 
what  a  Proof  is  this  of  the  ever-enduring 
State  of  the  Soui ! 

By  this  Time,  I  hope  I  have  driven  you 
out  of  your  Entrenchments,  and  left  you  no 
Refuge  but  the  Mercy  of  an  all-forgiving 
GOD,  v^rhoj  tho'  you  rejed  his  Revelation 
and  v^^ill  not  have  his  Son  reign  over  you,  is 
yet  willing  that  you  fl:iould  come  to  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Truth  and  be  faved.  He 
is  very  loth  that  you  fliould  die  unfaved  and 
undelivered  from  the  Power  of  Darknefs. 
He  would,  if  you  will  fuffer  me  to  addrefs 
you  in  a  Scripture  Phrafe,  tranflate  you  from 
the  Kingdom  oi  Darknefs  into  the  Kingdom 
of  his  dear  Son  3  id  efi,  he  would  fend  his 
Light  into  your  Soul  and  fill  it  with  ^oy, 
Peace,  and  Glory.  But  fhould  you  vainly 
depend  on  your  rational  Powers  j  as  an  ex- 
tingui(hed  Taper  that  cannot  light  itfelf,  fo 
will  it  be  with  your  Soul.  The  Light  that 
was  extinguished  in  her  by  the  Fall,  can 
never  be  rekindled  by  any  Power,  but 
GOD  J  but  the  Offer  of  this  Union  is  daily 
and  hourly  made  you,  and  will  never  ceafe 
to  be  offer'd,  'till  with  your  laft  Breath  you 
die  refuling  it.      " 

Oh! 
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Oh  !  that  I  had  but  Words  with  which  I 
could  penetrate  your  Hearts,  and  make  you 
feel  the  Wretchednefs  of  your  State !  I  have 
demon ftrated  to  you  that  the  unquenchable 
Fire  is  no  Chimera.  ,  I  have  (hewn  that  it 
exifts  both  within  and  without  you.  I  have 
made  known  to  you  many  Experiments^ 
from  which  this  Truth  may  be  deduced, 
and  which  the  hardieft  Infidel  cannot  deny; 
Had  I  only  laid  my  Foundation  on  a  weak 
Hypothefis,  and  raifed  a  fooliflb  Building 
Upon  it,  as  too  many  have  done,  who  have 
contended  v/ith  you,  a  fmall  Part  of  your 
Artillery  would  have  been  fufficient  to  have 
demolished  it  5  but  now  you  may  as  well 
deny  that  the  Sun  fhines  at  Noon-Day,  as 
that  Fire  is  not  every  where  and  in  every 
Thing.  Too  many  who  have  entered  the 
Lifts  with  you,  have  had  no  firmer  Ground 
to  ftand  upon  than  yourfelves  j  this  is  the 
Reafon,  that  hitherto,  tho'  not  Conquerors, 
you  have  jQiouted  ViBory.  But  I  hope  for 
the  future  no  Chriftians  will  be  fo  weak  a$ 
to  contend  with  you  about  Words,  which 
the  Wit  of  Man  tortures  as  it  pleafes.  No- 
thing has  hurt  both  you  and  the  Caufe  of 
Chriflianity  fo  much  as  this.  I  find  thq 
E  2  Sssviouf 
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Saviour  of  the  World  difputing  with  no 
Man.  When  he  delivered  his  great  Truths 
and  unheard  of  Dodtrines,  he  only  added^ 
He  that  hath  Ears  to  hear  let  him  hear.  Dif- 
putes,  I  am  perfuaded,  do  harm  to  the 
Contenders.  Few  enter  the  Field  without 
being  worfled.  Bitternefs  is  awakened  in 
the  conquered,  and  Pride  lays  hold  on  the 
Vi(Sor. 


CHAP.     VII. 

Shews  that  EleBricity  comes  the  nearefl  to  a 
Fanacaea  of  any  Medicine  yet  difcoveredy 
explains  the  eleBrical  Shocks  and  defcribes  a 
Vianet arium,  that  beautifully  Jhews  the  Re- 
volutions of  the  Planets, 

IMAGINATION  has  deceived  many  with 
the  Thought  that  there  is  in  Nature  a 
Panacsea,  but  hitherto  it  has  been  fearched 
after  without  Succefs.  Electricity  bids  the 
faireft  for  it  of  any  Medicine  yet  difcoveredy 
No  one  can  pofitively  fay  what  it  will  not 
cure :  And  yet  I  am  not  fuch  an  Enthuiiail: 
as  to  imagine  that  it  will  remove  every  Dif- 

order 
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order  incident  to  the  human  Body.  But  the 
many  Diforders  I  have  feen  it  cure,  if  it  has 
not  gain'd  my  Belief  in  it  as  a  Panacea,  yet 
has  amazed  and  aftoniilied  me  beyond  Ex- 
preffion. 

If  it  be  allowed  that  our  Diforders  ariie 
from  Obflrudions,  nothing  was  ever  found 
out  fo  innocent,  and  yet  fo  powerful  to  re- 
move them.  From  hence  may  be  account- 
ed why  it  has  inflantaneoufly  cured  Difor- 
ders of  long  ftanding,  and  from  which  the 
Patient  has  fuifered  moft  excruciating  Pain. 

But  perhaps  an  Objection  may  here  be 
made,  that  I  call  that  innocent  in  this  Place, 
which  in  another  I  have  faid  may  be  hurt- 
ful. That  no  Medicine  of  fuch  furprizing 
Efficacy  was  ever  difcovcred,  and  of  fo  inno- 
cent a  Nature,  I  have  for  many  Years  ex- 
perienced, and  therefore  can  fpeak  with 
Certainty.  Hurtfulnefs  I  never  faw  iiTue 
from  it,  but  that  it  may  be  made  hurtful,  i 
have  not  the  leaft  doubt.  A  large  Quantity 
coUeded  once  by  Mr.  Franklin,  as  he 
was  trying  Experiments,  burft  unawares 
from  the  Jars  and  ftruck  him  to  the  Ground. 
The  fame  Quantity  doubled  would  doubtlefs 
have  killed  him. 

E  3  But 
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But  from  an  Apparatus  calculated  fop 
piedlcal  Purpofes,  I  mean  where  the  Jar  or 
Bottle  made  Ufe  of  contains  no  more  than 
tiDO  ^artSy  it  is  impoffible  to  receive  the 
leaft  Injury,  even  from  the  Hands  of  the 
moft  ignorant. 

I  HAVE  often  in  trying  Experiments  re- 
ceived many  very  fevere  Shocks,  but  never 
perceived  the  leaft  Hurt  j  nay  I  have  fome- 
times  found  myfelf  better  and  more  lively. 

Strange  Objedions  have  indeed  been 
made  to  Eledlricity,  nay  and  what  is  more 
ftfange,  by  Perfons,  who  never  faw  a  Ma- 
chine. But  T^ruth  gains  Ground  ilowly,  the 
Reafon  is,  it  has  Ignorance  and  Prejudice  to 
pombat  in  the  Way. 

I  WILL  now  attempt  to  explain  what 
caufes  the  Shock  or  that  Stroke,  which  we 
feel  when  electrified. 

By  Experiments  the  Firft  and  Second, 
Chapter  the  Second,  the  Eye  has  clear  Proof 
|:hat  there  are  in  Nature  two  Powers  diame- 
trically oppofite  to  each  other  y  thefe  Powers 
never  ceafe  working  after  this  Manner,  but 
the  Oppofition  brings  forth  another  Motion, 
viz.  a  whirling  rounds  now  whoever  comes 
within  the  Circle  made  by  a  Chain  or  Wire, 

between 
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between  the  Bottom  and  Top  of  a  charged 
Jar,  will  feel  a  Shock  or  Stroke  as  if  a 
Stander-by  had  ftruck  him.  This  Stroke 
manifeftly  comes  to  pafs  from  the  two  con- 
tending Powers ;  for  paffing  contrary  Ways 
with  fuch  fudden  Swiftnefs  and  Power  thro' 
the  Body,  they  diftend  the  VefTels^  which 
fudden  and  quick  Diftention  caufes  the  Sen- 
fation  fo  much  like  an  unexpedled  Blow. 
But  fmall  Animals,  kill'd  by  Eledtricity,  fhew 
this  beyond  Contradidlion.  Their  VefTels, 
being  too  tender  to  bear  the  Power  of  the 
Shock,  immediately  burfl. 

I  WILL  not  conclude  this  Chapter,  with- 
out firfl:  imparting  the  Invention  of  a  Plane- 
tarium, that  curioufly  fhews  the  Motions  of 
the  Planets. 

I  HAVE  a  round  Table,  the  Diameter  of 
which  is  near  three  Feet,  the  height  twenty 
Inches  -,  on  the  Middle  of  this  Table,  I  place 
a  round  well  poliflied  Plate  of  Pewter,  of 
the  Diameter  of  eighteen  Inches  j  on  this 
Plate  I  place  fix  Orbits  of  Brafs,  but  faflened 
to  one  another,  and  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that 
fix  Glafs  Balls,  of  about  three  Quarters  of  an 
Inch  Diameter,  can  eafily  run  between  the 
Orbits.  Under  the  Edge  of  the  Outfide 
E  4  Orbit, 
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Orbit,  I  put  four  Supporters  of  Sealing- Wax^ 
to  raife  the  Orbits  above  the  Pewter  Plate, 
fo  that  the  Glafs  Balls  may  juft  touch  the 
jnlide  Edges  of  the  Orbits,  and  may  have 
nothing  to  hinder  their  revolving.  Over 
the  Orbits,  about  the  Diflance  of  tv^o  Feet, 
I  fufpend  a  Copper  Globe  gilded,  of  about 
nine  Inches  Diameter,  to  reprefent  the  Sun, 
from  this  I  faften  to  one  of  the  Orbits  a 
Wire,  as  fmall  as  an  Hair,  then  by  Means 
of  another  fmall  Wire,  reaching  from  the 
Condudor  to  the  gilded  Globe,  I  commu- 
nicate the  Fire  to  it  j  from  the  Globe  it 
pafTcs  by  the  Wire  to  the  Orbits,  and  from 
the  Orbits  to  the  Balls,  which  being  caught 
between  the  contending  Powers  are  put  in 
Motion  and  driven  round  fwiftly  between 
the  Orbits.  But  at  the  fame  Time  that  they 
run  between  the  Orbits,  they  alfo  revolve 
on  their  Axis,  fo  that  two  Motions  are  com- 
municated to  them  J  and  befides  this,  one 
half  of  the  Balis  is  illuminated. 

But  could  the  Machine  in  this  Experi- 
ment be  kept  out  of  Sight,  the  Beholders 
would  be  greatly  aftonifhed  j  but  whilfl  they 
fee  the  Apparatus,  they  are  apt  to  conclude, 
that  that  is  the  Caufe,  whereas  the  Machine 
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is  only  inilrumental.  The  hidden  Powers 
of  Nature  are  the  Caufe,  which  are  clearly 
fhewn  by  this  Experiment,  and  made  more 
eafy  to  be  comprehended.  For  here  a  Man 
will  naturally  afk  himfelf,  what  is  the  Power 
that  puts  the  Balls  in  Motion,  and  what  is 
the  Light  that  illuminates  them  ? 

But  I  muft  here  give  a  Caution  to  inform 
the  Reader,  if  he  has  an  Inclination  to  try 
this  curious  Experiment,  that  unlefs  he  warms 
the  Pewter-plate,  before  he  begins,  his  La- 
bour will  be  in  vain.  The  want  of  know- 
ing this,  coft  me  much  fruitlefs  Trouble. 
Some  Perfons,  from  making  one  and  fome- 
times  two  Balls  revolve,  had  pofitively,  but 
erroneoufly  afferted,  that  they  could  make 
many ;  but  I  found  no  fuch  Thing  j  and 
others,  who  attempted  to  make  more  re- 
volve, have  candidly  confeffed  to  me  their 
Inabihty.  At  firfl  I  thought  it  was  owing 
to  the  Want  of  more  Fire,  or  that  this  was 
wrong,  or  that  not  right,  'till  at  laft  warm- 
ing the  Plate,  I  fucceeded  according  to  my 
Wifli. 

The  Glafs  Balls  I  found  condenfed  the 

Air  upon  their  Surface,  and  became  moifl, 

by  which    Means   the   Fire   efcaped :    but 

E  5  when 
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when  the  Plate  was  warmed,  this  counter-^ 
aded  the  condenfing  Power  of  the  Glafs,  and 
then  the  Balls  revolved  with  very  little  Fire. 
But  Care  mufl  be  taken,  that  the  Balls  are 
not  heavier  in  one  Part  than  in  another. 

Having  now  Ihewn  by  Means  of  a  fim- 
ple  Inftrument,  unmeaningly  called  an  elec- 
trical Machine,  how  the  hidden,  but  won- 
derful Powers  of  Nature,  may  be  made  vifi- 
ble  to  the  Senfes,  I  will  relate  a  few  Cures, 
felefted  out  of  many,  as  a  corroborative 
Proof,  that  we  are  now  arrived  at  the  Know- 
ledge of  thofe  Arcana,  that  many  have 
fearched  after,  but  for  want  of  proper  In- 
ftruments,  could  not  difcover. 


CHAP. 


[    59    ] 


CHAP.     VIII. 

Contains  fever  al  and  various  Cures  performed 

by  EleSiricity,  viz.   i .  Hyfteric  Fits.  2.  He^ 

miplegia.   'i^.  Tertian  Ague.  ^.Swelled Arm 

frG7n  Bleeding.    5.  Lof  of  Sight.    6.  Paim 

a?2d  Swellii2gs.  y.  Wrenched  Knee.  ^.  White 

Swelling.    9.  Scalds  and  Burns.    10.  Ery- 

fpelas.    1 1 .  Weaknefs  and  Lofs  of  Strength 

from  Lying-in '   1 2.  Rheumatic  Pains.   13. 

Decay  of  Sight,     i^.  Sciatic,     i^.  Violent 

Contufionfrom  a  Fall.     1 6.  Tertian  Ague. 

ij.  Numbnefs.    \%,  Rheumatic  Pains.    19. 

Diftorted  Hand.     20.  Lofs  of  Limbs  after 

Lying-in.     2 1 .  Pain  in  the  Back  caufed 

by  frequent  Mifcarriages. 

MY  Servant  Ch***  P**«*  had  man/ 
Years  been  afflidted  with  Hyfteric 
Fits.  In  1 76 1  I  fent  her  an  Out-Patient  to 
the  Infirmary,  which  fhe  attended  feveral 
Months,  but  to  Appearance  without  the 
kaft:  good  Effecft.  Her  Fits  encreafed  and 
her  Conftitution  feemed  much  weakened. 
At  laft  I  propofed  Eledricity  to  her.  She 
received  feveral  Shocks,    bat  not  the  leaft 

s:ood 
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good  or  ill  Effed:  could  be  perceived  from 
them.  Thinking  with  myfelf  that  I  might 
have  given  the  Shocks  at  an  improper  Sea- 
fon,  I  changed  the  Time,  and  gave  them  to 
her  when  the  Fit  was  upon  her.  The  Ef- 
fed:  was  aftoni{l:iing.  The  Fit  ceafed.  The 
Convuliions  were  quieted,  and  fhe  was  ena- 
bled in  five  Minutes  to  go  about  her  ufual 
Work;  whereas  when  the  Fit  was  left  to 
itfelf,  it  weakened  her  fo  much,  that  it  was 
fometimes  near  tv/o  Days  before  fhe  recover- 
"  ed  that  little  Strength,  that  the  Fits  had  left 
her.  I  purfued  this  Method.  Her  Fits  gra- 
dually leiTened,  and  at  length  ceafed.  But 
I  muft  here  inform  the  Reader,  tliat  in  the 
Spring  1762  I  advifed  her  to  ufc  the  cold 
Bath,  which  did  her  much  good.  This  fhe 
has  continued  every  Summer  lince,  and  at 
the  writing  this,  December  24,  1764,  fhe 
continues  in  perfect  Health,  and  has  had, 
from  her  own  Account,  but  fix  Fits,  and 
thofe  chiefly  from  Surprize,  fince  flie  left  off 
the  Ufe  of  Eledricitv,  which  was  from  the 

Time  of  her  firil  ufing  the  Cold-Bath, 

J  palled  the  Shocks  through  the  Heart,  and 
/rom  the  Right  Shoulder  to  the  Left  Side, 
ind  then  from   the  Left  Shoulder  to  the 

.  Right 
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Right  Side.  When  fhe  was  much  convulfed 
I  palled  the  Shock  from  the  Left  Hand  to 
the  Right  Foot,  and  then  from  the  Right 
Hand  to  the  Left  Foot. 

CURE     IL 

Joseph  Burges,  aged  22,  applied  to  me 
ill  February^  1761.  Two  Years  before,  re- 
turning from  Sea,  he  was  impreffed  into  the 
King's  Service,  in  the  Brijiol  Channel,  and 
with  feveral  others  was  fent  to  navigate  a 
Prize  round  to  Plymouth.  He  had  not  been 
long  on  board,  before  he  was  ftruck  with 
an  Hemiplegia  on  the  Right  Side.  When 
the  VelTel  arrived  at  'Plymouth^  he  was  fent 
to  the  Hofpital.  He  continued  there,  his 
Mother  informed  me,  three  Months,  with- 
out receiving  the  leaft  Benefit.  She  then  re- 
moved him  to  Briftoly  and  by  the  Help  of 
Friends  got  him  admitted  into  the  Hofpital 
at  Bathy  where  he  remained  feven  Months, 
but  to  no  Purpofe.  She  then  removed  him 
back  to  Brijiolj  and  got  him  admitted  into 
the  Infirmary,  where  he  continued  three 
Months,  and  was  then  difmifTed  as  one  in- 
curable. Some  Time  after  this  his  Mother 
applied  .to  me ;  at  this  Crifis  his  Right  Leg 

was 
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wa^  almoft"  ufelefs,  he  had  no  Strength  to 
lift  it  iip,  he  could  otily  drag  it  after  the 
Left.  His  Right  Arm  was  withered,  and 
feemed  only  to  hang  to  his  Shoulder,  and 
his  Fingers  were  faft  clenched  and  quite  in- 
flexible. Neither  was  he  able  to  fpeak  one 
articulate  Word. 

I  GAVE  him  thirty  or  forty  fmart  Shocks 
for  feveral  Mornings,  and  had  foon  fufficient 
Reafon  to  think  that  I  fhould  be  of  Service 
to  him  5  for  the  Parts,  which  were  at  iirft 
infenlible,   began  to  recover  their  Feeling, 

his  Fingers  unclenched  a  little,  and  looked 
of  a  living  Colour.  In  two  Months  his 
Leg  recovered  fo  much  Strength  that  he 
could  walk  with  Freedom  5  and  I  could  per- 
ceive the  Flefh  of  his  Arm  grow  and  in- 
creafe  apace ;  by  this  Time  he  could  lift  it 
to  his  Head  and  move  his  Fingers.  I  or- 
dered him  to  ufe  his  Arm  as  much  as  he 
could,  and  his  Mother  telling  me  he  could 
pump  with  it,  I  directed  him  to  exercife  his 
Arm  this  Way  as  much  as  poffible.  In  a 
little  Time  he  recovered  fo  much  Strength 
that  he  was  able  to  pump  for  half  an  Hour. 
He  attended  three  Months,  and  then  of  his 
own  Accord  left  me.      His  Fleih  became 

fenfible. 
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fenfible,  and  the  Shocks  gave  him  Pain.  This 
was  the  Reafon  of  his  coming  no  more. 

I  HEARD  of  his  going  to  work  foon  after, 
and  that  Mr.  Hill  had  taken  him  into  his 
Brick- Yard ;  but  I  faw  no  more  of  him  af- 
ter he  left  me,  'till  the  Day  of  my  writing 
this  Account,  February  4thj  1766,  when  I 
took  a  Walk  to  Mr.  Hill's  Yard  in  St.  Fhi^ 
lip's,  in  hopes  I  fhould  find  him  at  Work ^ 
I  met  with  one  of  Mr.  Hill'-s  Clerks,  who 
told  me  he  was  then  at  work  with  fevcral 
other  Men  digging  and  wheeling  of  Clay, 
and  was  fo  kind  as  to  go  with  me  and  point 
him  out.  I  flood  at  a  Diftance  fome  Time, 
to  obferve  how  he  managed  his  Barrow, 
which  he  feemed  to  drive  as  quick  as  any  of 
the  reft,  only  I  perceived  he  limped  a  little. 
I  then  went  to  him,  and  examined  how  he 
managed  his  Barrow.  I  found  his  Fingers 
ftill  much  contracted  and  very  ftiff,  but 
with  the  Help  of  a  Strap  round  his  Wrift, 
in  which  he  made  a  Loop  to  put  the  Handle 
of  the  Barrow,  he  feemed  to  drive  it  before 
him  with  great  Eafe.  At  this  Time  he  earn- 
ed four  ShiUings  per  Week,  but  in  the  Sum- 
mer Five.  And  I  was  told  that  he  was  an 
honeft,  laborious,  induftrious  Fellow,      So 

that 
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that  now,  inilead  of  being  to  his  Parents  or 
the  Parifh  an  heavy  Burthen,  he  had  for  five 
Years  maintained  himfelf.  Before  he  left 
me  he  was  able  to  fpeak  yes  and  no  very 
articulately  J  and  his  Mother  this  Day  told 
me,  that  he  could  fpeak  feverai  Words  very 
clear  and  diftindt.  Had  he  continued  the 
Ufe  of  Eled:ricity,  I  make  no  doubt  but  he 
would  have  been  perfedlly  cured. — I  often 
pafTed  the  Shock  through  his  Tongue. 

CURE     III. 

In  January  1761,  I  was  applied  to,  for 
two  Children  (Sons  of  Mr.  Chancellor, 
Taylor,  in  the  Parifh  of  St.  Philip  and  Jacobs 
the  eldeft  nine  Years  old,  the  other  five)  to 
electrify  them  on  Account  of  a  Tertian  Ague, 
which  had  flubbornly  refifted  ail  Applica- 
tion. I  order'd  the  Children  to  be  brought 
to  me  jufl:  as  the  Ague  was  coming  upon 
them ;  Experience  having  taught  me  that 
this  is  the  only  Time  to  give  the  Shock 
with  Efficacy. 

They  were  eledlrified  only  twice,  and 
were  perfedly  cured,  by  pafiing  thro'  them 
four  flight  Shocks,  two  through  the  Stomach 
and. two  through  the  Sides. 

In 
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In  the  March  following  one  of  the  CEil^" 
dren  fell  into  the  Water,  and  his  Ague  re- 
thrned.     He  was  brought  to  me  again,  but  .. 
then  the  eledlrieal  Shock  had  not  the  leaf! 
EfFea. 

CURE     IV. 

William  Rowe,  Second- Mate  of  the 
G/ouce/Ief'/J:ire,  aged  about  40  5  in  his  Re- 
turn from  Jdmaica  was  bled  in  his  Arm, 
and  from  what  enfued,  feemed  to  have  re» 
ceived  an  Injury  from  the  Lancet,  for  his 
Arm  between  the  Elbow  and  Shoulder  im- 
mediately fwelled,  and  gave  him  fo  much' 
Pain,  that  he  had  icarce  any  Sleep  for  fix: 
Weeks.  When  he  arrived  at  Brijlol^  Poul- 
tices and  every  neceflary  Remedy  were  ap- 
plied, but  the  poor  Man  did  not  find  the 
leafl;  Benefit ;  his  Pain  continued  and  pre- 
vented his  Sleeping. 

He  came  to  me  July  6,  176?,  he  was 
then  in  great  Mifery.  The  Swelling  wad 
very  large,  and  fo  hard  that  I  could  not 
make  the  leafl  ImprefHon  on  it  w^ith  my 
Finger.  His  Hand  was  withering,  and  the 
whole  Arm  was  fo  weak  that  he  was  oblig- 
ed to  refl  it  in  a  Sling,  and  button  his  Coat 
F  loofe 
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loofe  over  it,  for  he  had  not  been  able  for 
fome  Time  to  put  it  into  the  Sleeve. 

I  GAVE  him  between  thirty  and  forty 
Shocks  the  firft  Time.  The  Night  follow- 
ing he  flept  better  than  he  had  done  from 
the  Time  of  Bleeding,  and  faid  that  the 
Pain  was  nigh  taken  oiF.  I  perceived  the 
Swelling  to  be  abated  one  third.  I  gave 
him  the  fame  Number  of  Shocks  as  I  did 
the  Day  before  j  and,  to  my  great  Aflo- 
nifliment,  when  he  went  from  the  Machine, 
he  took  his  Sling,  which  was  a  Silk  Hand- 
kerchief, from  his  Neck,  and  put  on  his 
Coat  with  as  much  Eafe  as  I  could  my  own. 
He  was  perfedlly  cured  in  about  three  Weeks. 
I  palled  the  Shocks  chiefly  thro'  the  Swel- 
ling, and  from  the  Shoulder  down  to  the 
Hand. 

CURE     V. 

In  'January  1762,  a  pooir  Woman,  whofc 
Name  is  Betty  Butler,  aged  about  thirty, 
came  begging  to  my  Door.  She  was  almoft 
blind.  On  Enquiry  I  found  her  Blindnefs 
was  caufed  by  a  Blow  with  a  Potatoe,  about 
two  Years  and  an  half  before.  The  Potatoe 
was  flung  with  great  Force,  and  flruck  her 

in 
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in  the  Right  Eye,  with  which  fhe  never 
rememt3ered  to  have  feen,  owing  to  an  In- 
jury fhe  received  in  her  Infancy.  But  the 
lefc  Eye,  'till  that  Accident,  was  always 
ilrong.  An  Inflammation  immediately  en- 
fiied  •  and  when  (he  came  to  me,  the  Right 
Eye  was  much  fwelled,  and  protuberated 
out  of  the  Socket.  The  Anguifh  was  very 
great,  and  fo  affedted  the  Left  Eye,  that 
ihc  had  no  more  Sight  left  than  jufl  fuffici- 
ent  to  go  about  to  beg. 

I  TOOK  her  to  my  Machine  and  drew 
fome  Sparks  from  both  her  Eyes,  fhe  feem- 
ed  better  before  (he  quitted  the  Room,  but 
by  next  Morning  was  confidefably  fo.  She 
told  me  fhe  llept  well  all  Night,  which  was 
what  fhe  had  not  done  for  fome  Time  be- 
fore, her  Eye  feeming  to  her  always  full  of 
Sand,  which  prevented  her  Sleeping.  After 
drawing  Sparks  from  her  Eyes,  about  ten 
Minutes  at  a  Time,  for  four  Mornings,  fhe 
fo  far  recovered  her  Sight  that  fhe  could  fee 
to  few  a  whole  Day  together.  In  about  five 
Weeks  I  difmifTed  her  as  perfectly  cured. 

But  the  following  Spring  fhe  came  to 
me,  begging  a  Note  to  the  Infirmary,  tel- 
ling me  fhe  wanted  to  take  Phyfic^  that  it 
F  2  was 
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was  always  her  Cuftom  every  Spring.     Her 
Eye  was  then  perfedly  well.-    I  gave  her  a 
Note  for  an  Out-Patient.     She  took  Phyfic, 
but  catched  cold,  on  which  (lie  w^s  feized 
with  a  violent  Pain  in  her  Head,  which  af- 
fedted  her  Eye.      She  then  applied  to  me  a 
fecond  Time.     I  treated  her  in  the  fame 
Manner  I  did  at  firft :  But  now  it  was  to  no 
Purpofe.     I  then  palled  a  Shock  thro'  her 
Head,    but  neither  Spark  nor   Shock  now 
fecmed  to  h^ve  the  leaft  Eifedl:.     She  was 
then  taken  into  the  Infirmary.     She  foon 
recovered  of  her  Head-Ach,  but  her  Eye 
grew  worfe  under  all  that  was  applied  to  it. 
She  begg'd  her  Difmifiion,  and  came  to  me. 
I  then  drew  Sparks  from  her  Eye  the  third 
Time,  and  it  had  the  fame  Efficacy  it  had 
at  iirll:.     She  attended  about  ten  Day?,  and 
has  never  had  any  Complaint  in  her  Eye 
fincc."  N.  B.  The  Time  (he  was  feized 

■with  the  Head-Ach,    was   the  Time   the 
Influenza  prevailed. 

C  U  R  E    VI. 

John  Meredith,  a  Journeyman  Shoe- 
maker, was  rendered  incapable  of  working 
from  Swellings  and  great  Pain  in  his  Arm 

and 
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and  Leg.  A  Lady  who  faw  him  weeping 
over  his  Misfortunes,  having  many  Mouths 
to  feed,  and  no  Strength  to  get  any  Thing 
for  them,  directed  him  to  me ;  accordingly 
he  came  in  'January^  1762.  I  paiTed  a  few 
Shocks  thro'  the  Swellings  and  the  Places 
where  he  felt  any  Pain.  In  a  few  Days  he 
was  able  to  work,  and  in  a  Month  was  dif- 
miiTed  perfedly  cured.  I  have  met  him 
feveral  Tirnes  fince,  and  he  has  told  me  he 
was  very  well. 

CURE     VIL 

John  Paglar,  Mafon,  being  at  work  in 
^edcliff-Jlreet^  March  ijGi^  had  the  Mif- 
fortune,  by  carrying  a  Stone  too  heavy,  to 
wrench  his  Knee;  it  fwelled  immediately, 
and  was  very  painful  ootwithflanding  it  was 
inllantly  chaffed  with  Spirits  of  Wine.  He 
applied  that  Night  to  a  Surgeon,  whp  told 
him,  he  imagined  it  would  be  fpme  Time 
before  it  could  be  cured.  The  next  Morn- 
ing he  came  to  me,  but  with  great  Difficul- 
ty and  much  Pain.  I  paiTed  about  five 
Shocks  thro'  tlie  Swelling,  this  enabled  him 
to  bend  his  Knee  and  walk  about  the  Room 
without  Difficulty.  I  ordered  him  to  favour 
F  3  his 
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his  Knee  that  Day  as  much  as  he  could, 
and  come  to  me  next  Morning.  He  came, 
but  perfectly  cured  with  what  was  already 
done.  The  Swelling  was  gone,  he  could 
bend  his  Knee  and  walk  as  well  as  he  could 
before  the  Accident  happened.  I  faw  him 
feveral  Years  after,  and  he  told  me  his  Knee 
had  continued  well  ever  fince. 

CURE     VIII. 

The  afore-mentioned  Patient,  overjoyed 
at  his  quick  and  unexpeded  Recovery,  told 
many  People  as  he  went  from  my  Houfe 
what  had  befallen  him,  and  how  he  was 
cured.  The  News  reached  Mrs.  Price, 
Wife  of  Mr.  Price,  Blackfmith,  in  Lime- 
kiln-Lane, who  was  then  confined  to  her 
Room  by  what  an  Apothecary,  who  was 
fent  by  a  Lady  in  the  Neighbourhood  to 
look  at  it,  called  a  White-Swelling  j  and 
judged  too  of  a  dangerous  Nature.  The 
poor  Woman,  flirred  up  by  what  the  above 
Patient  had  related,  begged  her  Neighbours 
to  affifl:  in  conveying  her  to  my  Houfe. 
She  was  accordingly  brought  in  a  Chair,  for 
fhc  had  not  the  leaft  Ufe  of  her  Leg.  I 
paffed  feveral  Shocks  through  the  SweiHng, 

and 
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and  from  the  Knee  down  to  the  Foot.  Her 
Pain,  which  was  very  great,  was  foon  taken 
away,  and  in  about  a  Month  fhe  was  able, 
by  the  Help  of  a  Crutch  and  Stick,  to  walk 
to  my  Houfe.  She  was  perfedly  cured  in 
three  Months.  I  faw  her  feveral  Times 
after,  and  fhe  feemed  to  walk  without  the 
leaft  Difficulty.  But  about  two  Years  ago 
fhe  called  at  my  Houfe  to  thank  me,  and 
then  told  me,  fhe  had  walked  the  Day  be- 
fore ten  Miles,  and  that  fhe  had  not  found 
the  leaft  Swelling  in  her  Knee  from  the 
Time  I  difmilTed  her. 

CURE     IX. 

In  the  Beginning  of  March,  1763,  my 
Cook-Maid  S***  W***,  had  the  Misfor- 
tune to  fcald  her  Arm  from  the  Wrift  to  the 
Elbow.  I  was  not  informed  of  it  'till  two 
Hours  after  the  Accident.  When  I  faw 
her  Arm,  there  was  one  very  large  Blifter 
already  rifen,  and  feveral  fmall  ones  were 
rifing  all  over  the  fcalded  Part.  I  drew 
Sparks  from  every  Part  of  the  Scald,  for 
about  the  Space  of  five  Minutes.  She  was 
much  eafier  and  able  to  go  to  the  Fire  and 
do  her  Work.  In  the  Evening  I  repeated 
F  4  -  the 
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the  drawing  of  Sparks  from  her  Arm  about 
ten  Minutes.  By  next  Morning  all  was 
quite  healed ;  there  was  not  the  leaf):  Ap- 
pearance of  a  Blifter,  nor  could  the  lead 
dead  or  fhrivelled  Skin  be  feen,  but  where 
the  large  Blifter  had  rifen.  She  faid  her 
Arm  was  quite  eafy,  and  the  fame  as  if  it 
had  not  been  fcalded. 

I  difcovered  that  drawing  Sparks  would 
cure  Burns  or  Scalds  from  my  -  little  Boy, 
who  before  he  could  well  fpeak,  had  the 
Misfortune  to  thruft  his  Arm  againft  an 
Ironing-Box  in  the  Landry.  The  Child 
cried  much,  but  was  averfe  to  have  any 
Thing  put  to  it.  I  faid  I  would  eledlrifry 
him,  this  he  confented  to,  for  he  was  fond 
of  feeing  the  Machine.  I  drew  a  few  Sparkg 
from  the  Burn  and  heard  no  more  of  it. 
This  convinced  me ;  but  he  fpon  after  af- 
forded rne  another  Proof.  Standing  by  the 
Fire  unobferved,  he  put  a  little  Cane  into  it, 
and  then  drew  it  thro'  his  Hand,  the  Middle 
of  which  appeared  much  burnt.  I  drevv" 
Sparks  from  it,  and  the  next  Morjiing  i^ 
was  quite  well. 
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CURE      X. 

April  2,  1763,  my  Wife  walk'd  too 
long,  as  appeared  by  the  Confequence,  in  the 
Evening  in  the  Garden.  Next  Morning  an 
Eryfipelas  appeared  in  her  Face.  Her  Chin 
was  fwelled,  inflamed  and  full  of  fmall  Puf- 
tules.  By  Night  the  Swelling  had  reached 
her  Right  Cheek,  and  was  proceeding  to  her 
Neck  and  Forehead.  Her  Right  Eye  feem- 
ed  to  be  doling  up,  and  her  whole  Face 
was  very  fore  and  painful  j  flie  found  alfo  a 
Sicknefs  at  her  Stomach.  She  afked,  if  I 
did  not  think  drawing  Sparks  from  her  Face 
would  be  of  Service  to  her  ?  I  drew  Sparks 
from  it  for  about  ten  Minutes.  The  In- 
flammation inftantly  flopped,  the  Sicknefs 
went  off  from  her  Stomach,  and  the  Sore- 
nefs  was  much  abated.  She  could  bear  now 
to  prefs  and  rub  it.  Next  Morning  all  her 
Face  and  Head  was  a  little  fwelled  5  but 
drawing  Sparks  about  Ave  Minutes  at  a 
Time,  Night  and  Morning  for  five  Days, 
perfedly  cured  her.  She  has  never  had  the 
lead:  Appearance  of  an  Eryfipelas  fmce. 
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CURE      XI. 

About  this  Time  Mary  Scriven,  the 
Wife  of  a  labouring  Man  at  Henbury,  in 
Gloucejierflj'ire^  applied  to  me. .  Her  Com- 
plaint was  a  fixed  Pain  in  both  her  Arms, 
which  had  deprived  her  of  the  Ufe  of  them. 
The  Flefh  of  both  was  much  wafted.  One 
of  them  flie  could  not  move  from  her  Side, 
and  the  Pain  was  fo  great  that  fhe  had  no  reft 
Night  nor  Day.  Her  Appetite  too  was  quite 
taken  away  by  it. 

By  palling  about  twenty  Shocks  for  a  few 
Mornings  thro'  the  Parts  where  fhe  felt  any 
Pain,  it  was  fo  far  taken  off  that  fhe  began 
to  have  good  Nights,  and  her  Appetite 
mended  daily.  In  Icfs  than  a  Month  ftie 
was  able  to  raife  her  Hands  to  her  Head, 
and  under-hand  ftie  could  lift  a  Pail  of  Water 
as  high  as  her  Knees,  do  many  NeceiTaries 
about  her  Houfe,  and  drefs  her  young  Child, 
which  was  her  feventh  living,  and  in  lying.- 
in  with  which  her  Diforder  came  upon  her. 
In  two  Months  the  Flefli  of  her  Arras  j-e^ 
covered  its  Colour  and  looked  healthy,  and 
vifibly  filled  up  and  encreafed  apace.  She 
eame  to  m.e  atTiines  for  fix  Months,  ftay- 

ins  - 
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ing  away  at  Intervals  a  Fortnight,  and  fonae 
t'rmtrs  three  Weeks. 

I  WILL  not  fay  (he  was  abfolutely  cured 
by  Electricity.  Her  Diforder  was  of  the 
relaxed  Kind.  She  could  do  any  Thing 
under  but  not  over-hand.  I  advifed  her  to 
try  the  Effecft  of  pumping  cold  Spring- Wa- 
ter upon  her  Arms  and  Hands.  It  did  good. 
But  fortunately  a  Neighbour  advifed  herto 
flake  a  Lime-ftone  in  Water,  an4  walh  her 
Arms  and  Hands  with  it.  This  effeded  a 
perfed:  Cure.  And  the  lafl:  Time  I  faw  her, 
wJiich  was  above  two  Years  after,  flie  told 
me  fhe  was  fo  well  that  (lie  had  flood  the 
Week  before  five  Days  to  wafhing. 

C  U  Pv  E     XII. 

Mary  Barter,  a  Nurfe,  applied  to  me 
likewife  about  this  Time.  Bv  fittin?^  up, 
and  catching  frequent  Colds,  {^iio,  had  loll 
the  Ufe  of  one  Arm,  and  yet  fhe  had  had  all 
the  AlTiftance  Phyficians  and  Apothecaries 
could  give  her.  A  few  Shocks  took  off  her 
Pain  and  in  lix  Weeks  fhe  was  perfedly 
cured.  But  in  about  a  Year  and  nn  'Half 
after,  from  repeated  Colds,  her  Pain  return- 
ed   again,    but    not    fo   violent.       \n    three 
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Weeks  (he  was  difmilTed  a  fecoi)d  Time  as 
perfedly  cured.  In  about  five  Years  aftep 
fhe  applied  to  me  a  third  Time.  The  Pain 
Jiad  then  ihifted  to  her  Knee  and  Leg.  She 
was  treated. in  the  fame  Manner,  and  the 
fame  good  Effed  followed.  She  has  none 
of  thefe  Complaints  now  in  the  Beginning 
of  the  Year  1 77 1 . 

CURE     XIIL 

In  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1763,  a  Lady 
was  much  perfwaded  to  try  the  EIFed:  of 
Ele6lricity  for  her  Sight.  It  had  been  gra- 
dually decaying  for  fome  Time.  A  Film 
could  be  perceived  gathering  over  the  Iris, 
and  making  its  Way  to  cover  the  Pupil. 
One  Eye  in  particular  was  fo  darkened  that 
,£he  could  not  fee  with  ijt  either  to  read  or 
thread  a  Needle. 

I  DREW  Sparks  from  her  Eyes  about  the 
Space  of  three  or  four  Minute^  eyery  Morn- 
ing for  a  Fortnight.  She  found  her  Eyes 
furprizingly  mended  3  and  thofe  who  flood 
by  could  fee  as  it  were  the  Curtain  draw 
back  from  the  Pupil  and  Iris.  She  attended 
afterwards  at  Times  fix  Weeks  lon^jer,  and 
when  flie  left  me  was  able  to  thread  the 

fineft 
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nneft   Needle,    and   to   read    the   fmailefl 
Print. 

CURE     XIV. 

Thomas  Frankland,  an  Invalid,  but 
difcharged  on  Account  of  what  was  thought 
an  incurable  Malady,  was  feized  With  a 
violent  and  moft  excruciating  Pain  in  the 
tipper  Part  of  his  Thigh.  It  had  tormented 
him  for  three  Months  before  he  came  to 
me,  and  had  rendered  his  Life  perfedly  mi- 
ferable,  depriving  him  of  all  Reft  Night  and 
Day.  He  was  cured  by  eledrifying  him 
only  twice.  I  pafTed  about  fix  Shocks  thro' 
the  Pain.  This  poor  Fellovv^'s  Gratitude 
was  fo  great  that,  at  tvhatever  Diftance  he 
faw  me,  he  would  always  run  and  be  ready 
to  throw  himfelf  at  my  Feet.  I  have  not 
feen  him  now  for  feveral  Years. 

CURE     XV. 

January  20,  1764,  my  Man  J.  T.  had 
the  Misfortune  to  fall  down  fome  Steps  and 
to  receive  from  the  Edge  of  one  of  them  a 
violent  Contufion  in  the  Small  of  his  Back. 
Scarce  any  Sign  appeared  outwardly,  but 
his  Left  Leg  was  ilruck  ufelefs.  I  imme- 
diately  pafTed   a   few  Shocks   through  the 

Bruife.' 
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Brulfc.  Othef  Things  thro'  Fear  were  ap- 
plied, but  Eledricity  feemed  to  do  the  moft 
Good.  Accordingly  all  other  Applications 
were  difcontiniled.  In  a  Fortnight  he  was 
able  to  wait  at  Table,  and  do  many  other 
Things  in  his  Bufinefs,  and  in  three  Weeks 
\Vas  cured. 

CURE     XVI. 

March  27,   1764,  walking  a  httle  Way 
from  my  Houfe,  and  looking  on  a  poor  Man 
digging    Stones,    he   fuddenly   dropped    his 
Tool,  and  cried  oiit,  I  can't  work,  I  muft 
go  home.     His  Soliloquy  naturally  led  me 
to  enquire,  why  ?  Sir,  replied  the  poor  Man, 
I  have  had  a  third  Day's  Ague  for  thefe  fix 
Weekp^  and  now  I  feel  it  coming  upon  me. 
I   took  him    immediately  to   my  Machine, 
and  palled  four  Shocks  through  him  erofs- 
ways.     Two   from  the  Right  Hand  to  the 
Left   Foot,  and    two   from   tlie  Left  Hand 
to  the  Right  Foot,     I  faw  no  more  of  him 
'till  April  9  following.     When  he  told  me 
he  never  had  the  Ague  but  once  after,  and 
that  only  for  three  Minutes,     that  he  was 
then    well    and    hearty,    and   his  Stomach 
fca|x:e  ever  fatisfied  with  eatipg.     His  Name 

is 
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is  William  Carter,  his  Age  Sixty,  and 
hethen  lived  in  Pile-Jireet. 

CURE     XVil. 

Mrs.  H.  Wife  of  Mr.  H.  in  Pipe-Lane^ 
for  five  Years  had  been  fo  afflicted  with 
acute  Pains  in  her  Left  Leg  and  Right  Arm, 
that  her  Life  was  rendered  quite  miferable. 
Her  Leg  was  fo  benummed  that  it  had  loft 
its  Feeling. 

When  ihe  Was  brought  to  me,  May  6, 
1765,  file  was  fo  weak  that  it  was  with 
Difficuhy  file  was  kept  from  fainting,  but 
notwithftanding  ihe  was  thus  reduced,  in 
five  Days  by  the  Help  of  two  Perfons  fhe 
was  able  to  walk  to  my  Houfe.  The  Shocks 
removed  her  Pains  almoft  immediately,  and 
the  feeond  Day  of  her  Attendance  the  Numb- 
nefs  was  taken  off,  and  fhe  began  to  perceive 
a  Feeling  in  her  Leg.  After  attending  nine- 
teen Times  fhe  was  difmiffed  perfedly  cured. 

CURE     XVIIL 

Jacob  Griffith,  a  Seafaring  Man,  ap- 
plied to  me  May  21,  1765,  to  eledrify  him 
for  Pains  and  Swellings  in  his  Legs  and 
Arms.     He  told-  me  that  he  had  been  dif- 

charged 


[     8o     ] 

cllarged  front  Ihe  Hc^e  Man  of  War  ss  inca- 
pable of  Service,  and  that  he  had  been  like- 
wife  difmiifed  from  Port/mouth  Hofpital  as 
incurable.  He  was  cured  by  Shocks,  at- 
tending only  four  Days. 

CURE     XIX. 

S^  W***M,  In  the  Year  1762,  whilll:  in 
Service  in  London,  had  the  Misfortune  to 
cut  her  Hand  with  a  Tin-Box,  as  ihe  was 
making  Pomatum.  She  thought  the  Wound 
trifling,  but  in  2  Day  or  two  it  grew  pain- 
ful. An  eminent  Siifgeon  drelTed  it.  It 
grevv"  worfe ;  and  at  lafl  became  fo  bad,  that 
a  Confultation  was  held  how  to  proceed. 
The  Refult  wa$ ;  to  fave  Life  flie  muft  iofe 
her  Hand.  When  the  poor  Creature  heard 
this,  fhe  begged  w^ith  many  Tears  and  In- 
treaties  that  her  Hand,  if  poffible,  might  be 
fiived,  having  no  other  Way,  but  Servitude, 
to  gcf  her  Bread.  Trial  V7as  made,  and  it  fo 
far  fucceeded  that  the  Wounds  were  healed 
up.  In  the  Summer  1765,  ihie  came  with 
"a  Family  to*  Brijlol,  going  to  Neins.  Here 
fhe  was  dire(!ted  to  me.  I  do  not  remember 
ever  to  have  feen  an  Hand  fo  diflorted.  It 
was  much  wafted,  as  was  likewife  her  Arm. 

She 
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She  was  always  in  Pain,  and  her  Fingers 
and  Hand  had  totally  loft  all  Feeling.  Her 
Hand  was  fo  extreamly  weak  that  flie  could 
not  lift  a  Pound  Weight  with  it. 

Having  never  had  a  Cafe  fimilar  to  thi?^ 
I  could  not  give  her  much  Encouragement, 
I  could  only  fay  that  no  one  could  politively 
declare  what  Eledricity  would  not  core; 
broken  Bones  excepted. 

Her  Feeling  was  fo  loft  that  at  firfl:  ihe 
did  not  perceive  the  Shocks  in  lier  Hand,  thd' 
I  gave  her  feveral  very  fmart  ones.  Thfe 
fourth  Morning  (he  began  to  feel,  this  en- 
couraged me.  And  fhe  herfelf  was  fo  fen- 
iible  of  Relief,  that  fhe  quitted  her  Place, 
in  order  that  nothing  might  hinder  her  At- 
tendance. In  ten  Mornings  there  was  a  ma- 
nifeft  Appearance  for  the  better.  Her  Pain 
was  taken  off,  and  her  Arm  and  Hand  were 
fo  ftrengthened  that  fhe  could  lift  a  Chair. 
After  this  her  Joints  began  to  appear,  and 
her  Fingers  to  be  flexible ;  for  before  there 
was  no  Bending  in  her  Fingers,  nor  a  Knuckle 
to  be  feen. — She  told  me  fhe  could  feel  the 
fineft  Needle,  and  ufe  it  with  Eafe.  The 
Shape  of  her  Hand  was  much  altered  for 
the  better, 

G  CURE 
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CURE     XX. 

In  February  i"j6^y  my  Wife,  after  Lying- 
in,  was  feized  with  an  alnaoft  total  Lofs  of 
the  Ufe  of  her  Limbs.     Not  a  Joint  was' 
free  from  excruciating  Pain,  v/hich  fo  depriv- 
ed her  of  Reft  that  her  Intelled:?  were  af- 
fected.    She  appeared  fo  bad  that  Blifcers 
were  judged  needful.   Accordingly  two  were 
applied  to  the  Small  of  her  Legs.     When 
fhe  was  able  to  fit  up  in  the  Bed,  flie  begg'd 
I  would  eledrify  her.     Her  Knees  fwelled, 
her  Ancles  fpread,   and  not  a  Joint  in  her 
Hands  but  what  was  enlarging.     The  Ef- 
fe£l  of  the  Shock  was  furprizing,  it  reduced 
the  Swellings,  took  off  her  Pains  and  caufed 
her  to  have  good  Nights.      But  what  is  re- 
markable, fuch  a  Dcadnefs  fell  on  the  Places 
where  the  Bliflers  were  put,  that  for  a  long 
Time  fhe  had  not  the  leafl  Feeling  in  the 
Small  of  her  Legs^  and  I  believe  never  will 
have  the  Feeling  there  fhe  had  before.     I 
have  the  greatefl  Reafon  to  believe  that  E- 
ledricity,  under  GOD,  preferved  her  Life ; 
for   befides  what  I  have  mentioned,   there 
were  flrong   Symptoms   of  a   Dropfy.      I 
paffed  the  Shocks  thro'  her  Pains,  and  fome- 

times 
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times  fhocked  her  whole  Frame,  giving  the 
Shock  from  Hand  to  Foot,  Thefe  Shocks, 
£he  faid,  did  her  mofl  Good.  She  recovered. 
But  a  Weaknefs  has  continued  ever  fince  in 
her  Legs  and  Ancles.  A  Cramp  teaz'd  her 
for  a  long  Time  after,  but  Eledrifying  al- 
ways relieved  her.  It  ftill  at  Times  catches 
her,  but  not  fo  violently. 

Daiibtful  CURB  XXL 

This  Cafe  ought  to  be,  and  would  have 
been  the  firfl,  could  I  have  fpoken  with  Cer- 
tainty of  it,  it  is  only  introduced  here  for  its 
Peculiarity. 

In  September  1760,  Mrs.  Evans,  Wife  of 
Mr,  Evans,  Corn-Chandler,  in  St.  Mary- 
fort'Jireety  defired  me  to  eledrify  her.  Her 
Complaint  was  a  fixed  and  fharp  Pain  in  the 
Small  of  her  Back,  caufed,  as  (he  appre- 
hended, by  frequent  Mifcarrlagcs.  No 
Coft  had  been  fpared  to'obtain  a  Cure.  The 
ablefl  Phyficians  had  been  c'onfulted,  and 
the  Bath  had  been  tried. 

When  {he  came  to  me,  ihe  declared  (he 
had  not  lain  down  in  her  Bed  for  a  Twelve- 
month, but  was  oblig'd  to  be  bolftered  up ; 
and  if  at  any  Time  flie'  fell  in  her  Sleep  on 
G  2  one 
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one  Side,  (he  was  awakened  with  a  Pain,  as 
if  Needles  were  piercing  her. 

I  paffed  four  Shocks  thro'  the  Place  where 
the  Pain  was  fixed.  The  next  Morning  fhe 
came  to  me  full  of  Spirits,  telling  me  fhe 
had  lain  down  in  her  Bed,  and  had  flept 
foundly  till  four  o' Clock,  and  that  the  Pain 
was  almoft  gone.  I  paffed  four  Shocks 
more  thro'  the  Pain,  and  fhe  felt  no  more 
of  it  then.  But  taking  top  great  Liberty 
with  her  new-acquired  Strength,  and  lifting 
fomething  too  heavy  for  her,  her  Pain  re- 
turned, but  not  with  Violence.  A  few  Shocks 
removed  it. 

She  had  at  this  Time  an  Afthmatic  Com- 
plaint, and  begged  as  electrifying  had  remov- 
ed her  Pain,  that  I  would  try  if  it  would 
help  her  Breath.  I  pafTed  two  Shocks  thro' 
her  Stomach,  and  two  Crofsways  from  her 
Shoulders  to  her  Sides.  She  faid  fhe  was 
better.  What  further  Effedt  it  had  I  know 
not,  for  I  never  faw  her  after.  I  heard  flie 
went  Abroad.  ^     ;; 

CURE     XXII.     ^ 

The  following  remarkable  Cure,  not  by 
myfdfj  but  by   a  Friend,  who  particularly 

defired 
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defired  that  I  would  infert  it  in  my  Lift,  is 
here  introduced  with  fanguine  Hopes,  that 
others  would  make  Trial  of  Electricity  in 
the  fame  Cafe,  being  throughly  perfwaded 
that  the  Remedy  will  be  found,  if  not  ef- 
fectual, yet  moft  certainly  innocent.     The 
Short   of  the  Relation   is  this.     A  young 
Gentleman  fond  of  Electricity  went  to  his 
Tinman's  for  fomething  he  had  befpoke  of 
him,  who  at  that  Crilis  was  thought  to  be 
dying   of  the  Gout  in  his  Stomach.      He 
was  delired  to  go  up  Stairs ;  as  foon  as  the 
poor  Man  faw  him,  Sir,  fays  he,  for  GOD 
Sake  electrify  me.  The  Machine  was  brought 
and  feveral  Shocks  were  given  through  the 
Stomach,  where  the  Pain  was  felt.     The 
Patient  every  Time  begg'd  that  the  Shocks 
might  be  ftronger  j    at  laft  a  great  Quantity 
of  Wind  came  up,  and  he  immediately  cried 
out,  "  I  am  better."    That  Night  he  refted 
tolerably  well.      The  Gout  almoft  inftantly 
fhifted  from  his  Stomach  to  his  Feet.     But 
next  Day  making  too  free  with  himfelf,  and 
drinking  fome  Ale,  the  Gout  returned  to  his 
Stomach.     The  Shocks  were  repeated,'  and 
the   Patient's  Account   was,    "   I  feel  the 
Gout  retire  to  my  Feet."     He  was  cured.-- 

Some 
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Some  Years  after  I  faw  hii;ii,  eonverfed  with 
him,  aad  heard  the  above  Particulars  from 
him. 

I  could  produce  many  more  Cures,  fuffi- 
ci©nt  to  make  a  Volume  of  no  fmall  Size  j 
but  as  I  only  write  for  Information,  Prolix- 
ity has  been  ftudiouily  avoided  by  me,  that 
the  Reader  might  not  be  tired. 

The  Account  of  the  Cures  therefore  have 
been  fhortened  as  much  as  the  Nature  of 
them  would  admit.  And  thofe  have  been 
chiefly  mentioned,  that  were  the  moft:  fin- 
gular,  as  a  further  and  corroborative  Proof 
of  what  has  been  before  advanced,  relative 
to  \hQ  fecref  and  hidden  Powers  of  Nature. 

Magna  efi  Veritas  (^  pravaJebif. 

P.  S.  I  have  not  faid  any  Thing  concern- 
ing the  Manner  of  giving  the  Shocks  and 
drawing  the  Sparky  knowing  how  difficult 
it  is  to  convey  by  Words  the  Method  of  a 
manual  Operation.  I  ground  this  on  the 
Complaints  of  many,  who  have  bought  Ma- 
chines, "  That  in  giving  the  Shock,  they 
either  give  it  improperly  to  the  Patient  or 
ihock  themfelves,  notwithdanding  they  have 
--     '  care- 
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carefully  attended  to  the  Inilrudions  given 
by  Writers  on  the  Subjed."  / 

I  would  therefore  advife  ocular  Informa- 
tion, more  may  be  learned  from  feeing  an 
eledlrical  Operation,  than  from  Volumes  on 
the  Subjed:. 


THE     E  N 


POSTSCRIPT 
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TH  E  following  Extracfcs  (from  Mr. 
*  H  o  R  N  E '  s  Candid  State  of  the  Cafe,  &c , 
printed  1753,)  appofite  to  what  Mr.  Law 
has  affertcd  relative  to  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
are  the  flrongeft  Proof  that  can  be  brought 
that  Sir  Isaac  laid  no  Claim  to  the  Difco- 
very  of  the  Nature  of  the  internal  Power; 
which  he  fometimes  calls  Agent,  fometimes 
Fluid,  and  fometimes  Mther  -,  for  he  inge- 
nuoully  confeiled  his  entire  Ignorance  of  it, ' 
and  faid,  I  do  not  know  what  this  JEther 
is  J  but  he  thought  it  worthy  of  a  diligent 
Enquiry,  and  was  therefore  earneftly  deii- 
rous  that  thofe,  who  came  after  him,  would 
make  a  proper  Ufe  of  his  Experiments  up- 
on Phenomena  towards  fettling  what  it  is 
that  produces  them. 

**  Dr.  Pemberton  tells   us,  fays  Mr. 
HoRNE,  Sir  Isaac  has  often  complained 

to 

*  Now  Bifhcp  of  Norwich. 
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to  me  of  being  mifunderftood  in  the  Mat= 
Ur  oi  ^Attf^aBion.  What  Sir  Isaac  fays 
upon  this  Head  was  not  intended  by  him 
as  a  Philofophical  Explanation  of  any  Ap- 
pearances, but  only  to  point  a  Power  in 
Nature  not  hitherto  dillincflly  obferved; 
the  Caufe  of  v^^hich  and  the  Manner  of  its 
ad:ing  he  thought  was  worthy  of  a  diligent 
Enquiry."     Pa.  42. 

"  Neque  a  deft,  fays  Sir  Isaac,  Jufficiens 
Copia  Experimentormn,  quibus  Leges  ABio- 
num  hujus  Spiritus  accurate  determinari  et 
monjlrari  debent."  Pa.  64.  *'  We  are  not 
fornifhed  with  that  Sufficiency  of  Experi- 
ments, which  is  required  to  an  accurate 
Determination  and  Demonftration  of  the 
Laws   by  which  this    eledric   and   elaftic 

Spirit  operates. 

*^  Nothing 

*  To  confirm  this  Mr.  Horne,  Pa.  44,  introduces  the 
following  Note.  "  The  Moderns  when  they  ufe  the  Words 
Grwvitation,  AttraSlion,  i^c.  ufe  them  only  to  fignify  that 
there  are  fuch  EfFeds  and  fuch  Caufes,  with  a  frequent  con- 
feffion  of  their  Ignorance  of  the  true  Springs  of  thexn  :  They 
do  not  pretend  to  make  thefe  Words  ftand  for  the  real  Caufes 
of  Things,  as  though  l;hey  thereby  affigned  the  true  Philo- 
fophical Solution  of  thefe  Difficulties;  for  in  this  Senfe 
they  will  ftill  be  Wor^s  without  Ideas,  whether  in  the  Mouth 
of  an  old  Philofopher  or  a  new  one."  Watts's  Ufe  of  Rea- 
fon.  Pa.  47,  Edit.  8th. 
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"  Nothing  was  ever  lefs  in  Sir  Isaac's 
Thoughts  than  demonfl rating  the  phyfical 
Caufes  of  Nature  by  the  Mathematics,  He 
owns  an  entire  Ignorance  of  them,  and  for 
that  Reafon  throws  all  he  has  to  offer  con- 
cerning them  into  Queries  only,  earneilly 
defiring  thofe,  who  come  after  to  enquire 
further  and  make  a  proper  Ufe  of  his  Ex- 
periments on  Phjenomena  towards  fettling 
what  it  is  that  produces  them."     Pa.  73. 

"  The  Laws  then,  not  the  Caufes  of 
Motion  and  Gravity,  are  v/hat  he  has  dif- 
covered."     Pa.  40. 

*'  An  univerfal  Fluid  is  the  grand  Caufe 
and  Agent  in  Sir  Isaac's  Opinion  readily 
pervading  all  Bodies,  and  expanded  through- 
out the  whole  Heavens."  '*  Opt.  Pa.  324. 
But  Opt.  Pa,  326,  he  fays,  I  do  not  know 
what  this  ^Ether  is."     Pa.  z^^'i. 

All  Philofophers,  who  have  fearched 
deep  into  Phyfics  have  acknowledged  that 
there  is  in  Nature  a  pervading  ^-  Agent  t, 
but  what  it  is  none  of  them  have  yet  been 

able  to  difcover. —By   the  Help   of  an 

Eledirical 

*  Mr.  HoRNE  fays.  Pa.  56,  "  The  true  and  real  Jgait 
3n  Naturals  fo  extremely  fine  and  fubtle,  as  to  elude  both 
5enfe  and  Experiment." 
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E|e£trical  Macliine  I  have  fortunately  been 
able  to  fhew  it  evidently  to  the  Senfes:  But 
it  feerns  I  have  vitiated  the  Difcovery  by 
introducingjAcoB  Behmen  and  Mr.  Law. 
It  would  have  been  better,  faid  one,  had 
thefe  Authors  been  kept  out  of  Sight.  How 
huge  an  Offence  !  That  GOD  fhould  teach 
a  poor  illiterate  Shoemaker  fuch  Myfteries 
is  raore'|h%n  human  Pride  will  allow.  But 
let  human  Pride,  if  it  can  overturn  the 
Experiments  I  have  produced  and  open,  to 
vl?w  more  clearly  than   I  have  done^  the 

hidden  and  active.  Powers  in  Nature. = 

When  fo  clear  a  Tellimony  is  obje(fled  to, 
no  one  can  certainly  think  me  unfair  to 
call  for  better  and  more  convincing  Evi- 
dence :  And  until  tl^af  is  produced,  I  think 
I  may  claim,  even  with  Modefty,  that  I 
have  found  out  Mr.  Boyle's  Terra  mcog- 
nita,  or  undetected  Part,  and  Sir  Isaac 
Newton's' Umver/al  Fluid. 

BRISTOL,  Aiig.  9,  1790. 
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